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 TRIP 001 

History 

 Mt. Allan & Poplar Hut from Hightop 

 

One of the most beautiful walks around Dunedin for scenery and easy climbing is from Mount Allan to Waitati, via 

the Silver Peaks. A party consisting of Mrs C.J. Hayward, Misses Kathleen Knox and Lily Fraser (aged 12), Messrs 

Main, Knox, Balk, C.J. and Keith Hayward, W. Fraser, Hugh L. Johnson, M’Keown, G.D. Wright, A.J. Wilson and 

son (aged nine), made the trip on Boxing Day under perfect conditions.  

Arriving at Mount Allan, on the Otago Central Railway, they started the climb looking up the ‘Big Creek’ valley, the 

foxgloves on the track being in beautiful array. After a warm and strenuous climb of nearly an hour the party halted 

for a refreshing cup of coffee. Having now risen to a height of fully 1000ft, a good view was obtained, but nothing 

compared to what was to follow.  

A steady pull along a winding track took the party past Mount Allan (2345ft) and unfolded a superb view over the 

rugged Christmas Creek Valley, with the double cone of Mount Misery standing boldly in the distance. At this point 

a halt is made, and as no water is handy on the high ridge which the track has been following, some canned pine-

apple is partaken of and greatly relished.  

Now the real Silver Peak country is reached, and. As the hard climbing is over, the beautiful scenery, which in-

cludes a magnificent beech forest in a deep gully, is enjoyed to the full. Winding first to the right and then to the left 

in a big sweep, at last the camping place near the Peak is reached.  

The younger members of the party have pushed on ahead and got the billy boiling, and never was a cup of tea 

more welcome. After full justice had been done to the multifarious contents of the rucksacks, the party climbed Pul-

pit Rock (2494ft) and gazed upon the most extensive view in the vicinity of Dunedin, stretching Mount Ida and 

Hawkdun Range, past the Rock and Pillar, Lammerlaws, to the Blue Mountains and Nuggets. Even a peep of the 

snow covered ‘Umbrellas’ is visible on a clear day.  

The Peak forms a quadruple watershed, as it is the source of the Silverstream, Big Creek, Christmas Creek, and 

the south branch of the Waikouaiti River, many of the gullies being heavily wooded. A wonderful charm is added to 

the view by the picturesque coastline and the intervening hills – Mount Charles, Mount Cargill, Mihiwaka, and Mo-

panui. Blueskin Bay, the source of many heavy and perplexing mists, on this occasion is quite clear, and Warring-

ton nestling on the hills looks just the pretty spot it is.  

Having recorded the names of the party on the ‘Register’ and with interest perused the names of other visitors and 

their experiences (sometimes of a rough nature!), the descent down the razor-back track is commenced, the views 

down the steep gullies on both sides constantly changing. An hour of this brings the party to the comparatively level  
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track to Double Hill. It is here some attention to the track would be appreciated, as in damp weather it is very swampy 

where it winds through the manuka scrub.  

The feature of this part of the track is a fine stretch of the high and rugged range of the Peaks from Pulpit Rock to the 

Devil’s Gap, some six or eight miles in extent. Once around Double Hill the end of the journey is in view, and a pleas-

ant track over paddocks and through bush takes the party to the train and home.  

The track on the whole is so good that the 20 odd miles are covered without strain by even the youngest members of 
the party. To those who made the trip the first time it was a revelation, as they had no idea that such grand scenery is 
within easy reach of Dunedin, ‘the City Beautiful’ 

(ODT Article obtained from ‘Papers Past - Otago Daily Times, Issue 18749, 30 December, 1922) 

Contemporary OTMC Comments 

This trip can more or less still be completed today, with some changes.  The train to Central Otago left for many 

years at 7.52am, but is no longer an option. At the time, the return train to Dunedin left Waitati at 6.50pm, so 

trampers would have to carefully manage the time during the trip to ensure they didn’t have to walk over the hill 

to Dunedin. 

A quick measure of the likely route on todays map of the area shows  the length to be around 23km - the 20 

miles (32.1km) noted in the article is probably a guess, but nonetheless this is a good days tramping. 

The ‘superb view of Christmas Creek’ past Mt Allan would have to be the tributary that commences at The Paint-

ed Forest, about 2km west of Silver Peak. The ‘magnificent beech forest in a deep gully’ would have to be The 

Painted Forest, still dominant today.  

There have been several references in the OTC archives about a ‘boil up’ spot near the tops of the Silver Peaks. 

As the party partook of pineapple earlier in the day due to a lack of water, you can presume the ‘camping spot’ 

was where the spring was located. This may still be flowing today - the more modern 4WD heading towards Pul-

pit Rock is normally wet and slippery - maybe something for a future trip to the ‘Peaks to look for. 

The earliest reference I have seen for Pulpit Rock is a photo in the Otago Witness from July 17, 1918, captioned 

‘The Pulpit Rock, The Highest Point of the Silver Peaks’. We now know that Silver Peak (the top of the Devils 

Staircase) is 17m higher than Pulpit Rock. Christmas Creek more accurately flows from near Silver Peak. 

The Otago Tramping Club repeated this trip on October 22, 1923, where 38 members joined another 7 from the 

club 3-day trip on Silver Peak (could have been confused with Pulpit Rock?). A further party from the Red Hut 

direction (located on the Mountain Track, now Mountain Road, about 1km north of the locked gate) meant 70 

odd members were on the tops of the Silver Peaks on Labour Day 1923, just two months after the club’s for-

mation. 

The Silver Peaks remain the club’s most visited area, with well over 700 trips identified on our trip database - this 

makes the Silver Peaks our most visited area. The area is much more accessible than it was, but many of the 

traditional access routes remain, such as from Ross Creek, Flagstaff, Leith Saddle and Whare Flat. To have an 

asset like the Silver Peaks is a great thing for trampers, and is one of Dunedin’s best kept secrets.  
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2: Dunedin - Mt Allan - Silver Peaks 
(October 20-22, 1923 - sourced from Miss L. Tweedy Diary) 

Saturday: Assembled at the residence of Mr Balk, Drivers Road at 2.30 and left at 3.20pm for Whare Flat, via 

Golf Links. Heavy mist, very good walking. Arrived at house about 6pm and prepared tea and spent evening 

playing 500, supper 10.30 and then retired about 20 to 12 pm (sic) 

Members of our party: 

Mr. Balk (President)  Mrs. C Hayward   Mr. C Hayward (Secretary) 

Miss Balk    Miss G Parker   Miss Mackie 

Miss McLean   Miss Tweedy (author)  Mr. G Annison 

Mr. G Pearson   Mr. T Hunter   Mr. C Welsh 

Mr. G Spiers   Mr. E Sutherland   Mr. Robertson 

Sunday: Arose at 5.30am, most of us went for walk along Haiyontal Bar, returning 7.15, breakfast 7.45 and left 

the house at 9.30am and did a bit of touring about Whare Flat. Some of the party had a swim in stream. Left foot 

of hill at noon and climbed up the Chalkies. (Met party of 12 youths, who tramped a few miles with us). Had a 

spell and some fruit and on again. 

Boiled the billy about 3 o’clock and made sandwiches for party. Walking on down Parvenea and along railway 

line to Mt Allan arriving there 7pm. Got luggage and provisions from Station. Had a stunner tea, chops and 

spuds in their jackets. 

Went for a walk along the side of a stream and river, a perfectly moonlight night, slept on floor, some straw for a 

mattress. 

Monday: Arose at 5.20am, lovely morning, for breakfast had scrambled eggs on toast, good. Cut up bread for 

sandwiches and then 7 of us left for Silver Peaks (Miss Parker strained or wrenched her ankle and had to stay 

at Mt Allan). 

Walked for an hour and started a fire and boiled tin of water for the party who were coming from Mt Allan railway 

station (38 arrived by the train from Dunedin). 

The other 7 of our party came up first and then we went on leaving them to look after the train party. 

On again, had an orange, later on some pineapple and 3 of our party arrived at Silver Peak 12 noon. 

The others arrived in due course and then we all had lunch. 

Stayed on Silver Peak until 2.30pm and then made our way to Waitati. Had a few spells so as not to arrive too 

early. Train left Waitati at 5 past 7 and arrived in Dunedin about 8pm. 

Mr. Clayton and about 6 other members of the OTC spent the weekend at Red Hut, we met them on Silver 

Peak. 
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The weather was perfect, glorious sunshine all Sunday and Monday. 

Leader of our party: Mr. Balk 

Chaperon: Mrs Hayward 

A tramp to remember all our lives. 

 

 

The tops of the Silver Peaks as seen from the track  that runs up the ridge from Mt Allan . The lower 

reaches of the Painted Forest can be seen  on the left, with the Big Stream catchment on the right. This 

photo is taken from near the official boundary between the Silver Peaks Scenic Reserve and the adja-

cent private forestry land. 


