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Miss L. Tweedy Tramping Diary, 1923-1929 

One of the most significant early items in the OTMC archive housed at the Hocken 
Library is a set of diaries from Miss L. Tweedy. There is not a lot of information avail-
able about the clubôs early trips - aside from this collection the only other remaining 
record of the OTCôs tramping trips in the 1920ôs is a series of trip reports published in 
the Otago Daily Times. The first club magazine (Outdoors) was published in 1934. 

Miss Tweedyôs diaries were donated to the OTMC in 1983 and have since been added 
to our archive at the Hocken. At first the diaries appear to be pretty basic, but a 
deeper analysis shows that they provide a comprehensive overview of what it was 
like to be an Otago Tramping Club members in the 1920ôs.  

The first entry is from the second club day trip from the Gardens to Burkes via Signal 
Hill. The first four months of the OTC saw the club travel as far as Maungatua and 
the Double Hill area of the Silver Peaks. There is an entry for the first club Christmas 
Trip to the Cecil Peak area departing on December 1926, but this canôt have left Dun-
edin until the first week of 1924 as both inaugural President Oscar Balk and Miss 
Tweedy are listed as being on day trips from December 22 to December 30. 

A few points become obvious from this first collection: the OTC by necessity under-
took a lot of road walking, such as North East Valley to Waitati or Port Chalmers, 
Leith Valley to Waitati and the high road from Portobello to Andersons Bay. Other 
interesting facts to be leant include the length of some of the trips, and the numbers 
attending - in some cases it appears to be about half of all members on some trips. 

Not a lot seems to be known about Miss Tweedy, including her first name. It was 
tradition in the 1920ôs for Mr, Mrs, Miss etc. plus their initial to be used. Her surname 
has also been spelt two different ways (Tweedy vs Tweedie) in the club archives - I 
have chosen to use Tweedy as shown on printed trip programmes. In any case, she 
was certainly a very active members in the 1920ôs - in this collection she was out 
tramping every Saturday and Sunday, as well as several unofficial evening tramps. 

Miss Tweedy is listed as leading a day trip in November 1944 (McQuilkans and Water-
fall), and the final reference I have found (thus far) is a day trip for óolder membersô 
in April 1952, where she led a trip over what would have been very familiar ground to 
her,  Whare Flat via Laings Track and McIntyreôs. 

While these early trips may now appear to be uninspiring and repetitive, they do 
show what the first generation of local trampers were involved in, and how the con-
straints of transport restricted tramping destinations. By the end of the 1920ôs the 
club had started venturing further afield to the likes of the Rock and Pillars, Dunback 
and Horse Range - these would have weekend adventures, now they are normally a 
day trip. 

To provide an idea of where the trips went, I have included maps from the first edi-
tion of the NZMS1 Series (inch to the mile). These date mainly from the 1950ôs so 
include some features that didnôt exist in the 1920ôs, but the hand drawn cartography 
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fits in well with Miss Tweedyôs diary notes (for ease I have sourced the map images 
from the excellent website: http://www.mapspast.org.nz/ - by using the layer feature 
you can choose maps from earlier map series). 

This collection is a first draft of the 1923 trips - in time I may revisit this and add 
photos and other notes, but it is ready to share now. 

Below is an example of Miss Tweedyôs hand-written diary - I am grateful that she 
kept a diary in the first place, and thankful that it has ended up in the clubôs archive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The cover photo is a crop of the above one - this is an undated photo of Bob Watt 
and Miss Tweedy, photographer and location unknown, OTMC Archives. 

Antony Pettinger, June 2021 

http://www.mapspast.org.nz/
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Otago Tramping Club Diary - 1923 

(not in L. Tweedy diary) 

September 1, 1923: Ross Creek to Flagstaff (Inaugural OTC Trip) 

Leader: Unknown (probably Oscar Balk) 

Meet: Ross Creek Reservoir at 2pm 

Although there is no OTC report for his trip it is likely the club provided the below re-

port for the local newspapers. It was reported in both the Evening Star & Otago Daily 

Times. Both reports were identical and were published on Tuesday, September 4, 

1923: 

ñThe Otago Tramping Club held its initial outing last Saturday afternoon, when about 

fifty members met at Ross Creek Reservoir. The route thence was via Ross Bush 

track to Pineapple Point, and then over Flagstaff, most of the party visiting the trig. 

The south-west wind was exceptionally cold on the mountain, but the bright, clear 

view, especially over the city, was much enjoyed, and altogether proved most exhila-

ratingò 

h¢a/ /ƻƳƳŜƴǘΥ DƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ aƛǎǎ ¢ǿŜŜŘȅ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мфно ǘǊƛǇǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ {ƛƎƴŀƭ Iƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ .ǳǊƪŜǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǎƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊƛǇΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ƻƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ноΣ мфноΦΣ 

ƘŜƴŎŜ ƛǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƘŜǊŜΦ 

START 

END 
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Otago Tramping Club Diary - 1923 

 

September 8, 1923: Signal Hill to Burkes  

Leader: Mr Balk 

Meet: Gardens Corner at 2.30pm (home via 5.31pm train, or walk) 

ñMet at Gardens 2.30pm. Walked up Signal Hill to Trig Station (1 hour) then down 

through bush, mid and barb wire fences to Burkes. 

Left again about 4.45 and arrived at Union St at 5.45pm. 

Very good dayò 

 

END 

START 
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September 9, 1923: Portobello - Harbour Cone - Upper Rd - Andersons Bay 

Meet: At Ferry Wharf in time for 10 oôclock boat to Portobello 

Leader: Mr C. Hayward 

ñMet at Wharf 10am, proceeded by ferry to Portobello (11.30am). Walked up Harbour 

Cone (not to the top, day too misty) and lunched about 1pm. 

Left again at 2.20 and walked briskly to Andersons Bay tram terminus (3.55pm) 

Mist all over hills, not much view but enjoyed tramp very muchò  

 

h¢a/ /ƻƳƳŜƴǘΥ IŀǊōƻǳǊ ŦŜǊǊƛŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ tƻǊǘƻōŜƭƭƻ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŜƴƛƴǎǳƭŀ ǊƻŀŘǎΦ CƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǊǊȅ ǿŀǎ 

ǳǎŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ǿƘŀǊŦΣ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘǊƛǇǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƻƊŜƴ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘǊŀƛƴ ǘƻ tƻǊǘ 

/ƘŀƭƳŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŎǊƻǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊōƻǳǊ ǘƻ tƻǊǘƻōŜƭƭƻ - ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфнлΩǎ ƘŀƭŦ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƴ ƻŦ 

ǘǊŀƳǇƛƴƎ ǘǊƛǇǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƎŜǩƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ 

¢ƘŜ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴǎ .ŀȅ ǘǊŀƳ ǘŜǊƳƛƴǳǎ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǎŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ {ƛƭǾŜǊǘƻƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ 

IƛƎƘŎƭƛũ wƻŀŘ - ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊŜ ǘǊŀƳǇŜǊǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƳǎ 

όƳŀȅōŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ŎŀōƭŜ ŎŀǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 9ȄŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ 
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September 15, 1923: St Clair - Cargills Castle 

Meet: At St Clair Terminus (Party 1 at 1.30pm, Party 2 at 2.30pm) 

Leaders: Mr. R. Gilkison and Mr. A.E. Gascoigne (two parties) 

ñPostponed on account of weather - trip was to be to Blackhead leaving St Clair ter-

minus 1.30 and 2.30 

P.S. Eight  members turned up and walked along to Tomahawkò  

 

 

END 
START 



Otago Tramping Club - Miss L. Tweedy Diaries - 1923 

Page 8 

September 16, 1923: Whare Flat to see kowhai in bloom  ((two parties) 

Meet: 10am at Ross Creek Reservoir, or 10am at Kaikorai Tram Terminus 

Leaders: Mr. F. W. Clayton (Ross Creek) and Mr. P. L. Ritchie (Kaikorai) 

ñMet at reservoir at 10am. Six members set off over Flagstaff for Whare Flat. Very 

strenuous walking. Arrived there about 12.30pm. Boiled the billy and had lunch. By 

this time many other members of OTC had arrived. Our party left about 2pm and 

walked around to Blackbridge (2 hours) and home along North Taieri Road, taking 

(cable) car at Kaikorai at 6.50pm. Glorious day for walking but very muddy. 

Leaders: Mr. Ritchie and Mr Pearsonò  

START 

END 

Whare Flat 

h¢a/ /ƻƳƳŜƴǘΥ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мсΣ мфно ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ hǘŀƎƻ ¢ǊŀƳǇƛƴƎ /ƭǳō 

ŬǊǎǘ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊŜŘ .Ŝƴ wǳŘŘ ƻƴ ŀ Ŏƭǳō ǘǊƛǇ - ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŎƭƻǎŜ ōȅ ƻǊ ǘǊŀǾŜǊǎƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ 

όǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ h¢a/ .Ŝƴ wǳŘŘΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅύΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǿƻ ǇŀǊǝŜǎ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ²ƘŀǊŜ 

Cƭŀǘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ Řŀȅ - ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǇŀǊǘȅ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ŀǘ ²ƘŀǊŜ Cƭŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ƛǎǎǳŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ 
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ǇŀǊǘȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘŜŘ ōȅ .Ŝƴ wǳŘŘ όǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǊǘΣ ǎǘƻŎƪ Ƴŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƘƻǘƎǳƴΩΦ !ǎ aƛǎǎ 

¢ǿŜŜŘȅ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŜƴǝƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅ ŦǊƻƳ YŀƛƪƻǊŀƛ 

ŎŀƳŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ .Ŝƴ wǳŘŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊƻǳǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ YŀƛƪƻǊŀƛ ǘƻ CƭŀƎǎǘŀũ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿƴ - ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊπ

ǊŜƴǘ wǳŘŘ wƻŀŘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ ƻǇǝƻƴΣ ƻǊ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǝǾŜƭȅ ŀƭƻƴƎ ²ŀƪŀǊƛ wŘ ǘƻ wƻǎǎ 

/ǊŜŜƪΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ǊƻǳǘŜ Ǿƛŀ [ŀƛƴƎǎ ¢ǊŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ [ƻƴƎ wƛŘƎŜ wŘ ǿŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜȅ 

ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴϥǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊŜŘ .Ŝƴ wǳŘŘΦ 

¢ƘŜ YŀƛƪƻǊŀƛ ¢ŜǊƳƛƴǳǎ ǿŀǎ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ /ŀōƭŜǿŀȅǎ ¢ŀǾŜǊƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎŀōƭŜ ŎŀǊ ƭƛƴŜ 

ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ {ǘǳŀǊǘ {ǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hŎǘŀƎƻƴ - ǘǊƛǇǎ ǳǇ ǳƴǝƭ ǘƘŜ мфслΩǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ 

ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊŜ 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ уύ 
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September 22, 1923: Southern Reservoir and Mount Grand (two parties) 

Meet: First party meet at Tram Shed, Mornington 

Meet: Second party take 2.15pm train to Burnside 

Leaders: Mr. F. W. Clayton (Mornington) and Mr. A. E. Gascoigne (Burnside) 

ñMet at Mornington Tramsheds 2pm and walked to Southern Reservoir, then up 

through paddocks on to Mt Grand. 

Came down Frasers Creek, arriving at Roslyn Tramsheds at 4.30pm. 

Enjoyed tramp very much. Heard thunder but only had a few big drips of rain 

Leader: Mr Clayton, party of about 35 members 

2nd party came by train to Burnside (11 members) 

Leader: Mr Gascoigne ò  

START 
(Mornington) 

END 

START 
(Burnside) 
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September 23, 1923: Mount Cargill 

Meet: First bridge at Woodhaugh Valley at 10am 

Leaders: Mr. F. W. Clayton  

ñMet at Woodhaugh at 10am, walked up Pine Hill Road, through paddocks, bogs and 

fences to Mt Cargill. Mist on hilltop so lunched at noon hoping for mist to clear. Then 

went on to top, mist still there so obtained no view. 

Left again at 2.30pm and could only find our way by a compass. 

Arrived back in Woodhaugh and 4.30 and then finished off our food up the Bullock 

Track 

Leader: Mr F W Clayton 

17 members 

Enjoyed tramp very much  

2nd party went to Whare Flat, Hockey girls as guests. Leader: Mr Balkò  

START 
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September 29, 1923: Tomahawk Beach - High Road - Monument 

Meet: Andersons Bay Terminus at 2.30pm 

Leader: Mr. Pearson  

ñMet at Andersons Bay Terminus at 2.30pm and walked to Tomahawk beach then 

along the beach and up the sandhills onto Tomahawk Road. Walked on till we came 

to High Road, then came back and climbed up to the Monument 4pm. 

Left again at 4.30pm and arrived at tram 5.15pm. Walked into GPO 6pm. First ices of 

the season. 

Unofficial tramp, 5 members 

Leader: Mr Pearson 

Good afternoonò  

 

 

 

 

START 



 

 Page 13 

Otago Tramping Club - Miss L. Tweedy Diaries - 1923 

September 30, 1923: Upper Junction to Waitati - Sullivans Dam - Duke St 

Meet: Gardens Corner at 9am 

 

ñMet at Gardens at 9am. Walked to Normanby and took the short cut to the Upper 

Junction then along the Main Road to Waitati. 1210pm. Went up to crib and cooked 

dinner. Had bacon and eggs, pineapple and cream, sandwiches, cakes and biscuits 

and tea, then sat out on verandah to recover. 

Left Saratoga 4.30pm and started along Leith Valley Road. Had one spell for about 

10 mins abd reached Sullivans Dam at 6.45pm. Ate some egg sandwiches and had a 

drink then left again at 7pm. Lovely tramp down to Duke St in the cool of the evening. 

Arrived there 8.15pm. A good tramp of about 28 mile. 

Glorious day and all had a very enjoyable tramp. 

Unofficial tramp 

5  members 

The best day so farò  

 

 

 

ό{ŜŜ ƳŀǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜύ 
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September 30, 1923: Upper Junction to Waitati - Sullivans Dam - Duke St 
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October 6 1923: Normanby to Port Chalmers 

Meet: Normanby at 2.30pm 

Leader: Mr Clayton 

 

ñMet at Normanby at 2.30pm and walked up the short cut and on as far as Mt Cargill 

School. Branched off to right across fields and then through bush track coming out 

on north side of Mt Misery. 

Then walked on to Port Chalmers, coming home by 6.15pm train. 

Very enjoyable walk. 

Leader: Mr Clayton 

15 members 

2nd party (16) went to Peninsula Monument (Tomahawk, Highcliff and Monument, 

meet 1.34pm car to Andersons Bay) 

 

 

 

 

END 

START 
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October 7, 1923: Peninsula Upper Road 

Meet: Dunedin Ferry Wharf at 10.00am 

Leader: Mr Ritchie 

 

ñMet at Wharf and travelled by 10 am boat to Ross Point. 

Walked up on to high road, then along to Harbour Cone track. The majority climbed 

Harbour Cone and the rest went on and lit the camp fire to boil the billys. Had lunch 

and travelled on main road until we reached the road that led to Larnach Castle. Had 

a look around the grounds and then came back again to main road. Our group turned 

down Tomahawk Road and right through to St Kilda (6.20) where we got car home. 

Glorious day and beautiful view. 

Leader: Mr Ritchie 

26 members.  

2nd party (12) went to Whare Flat 
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October 13, 1923: Normanby to Waitati 

Meet: Normanby terminus at 1.50pm 

Leader: Nil 

 

ñMet at Normanby terminus 1.50pm, found no leader so four members set off and 

walked to Waitati. Reached there about 5pm, bough food at store and sat on crib 

verandah to eat it. Went for a walk then down to station and got train at 6.55pm arriv-

ing 8.10pm. 

Enjoyable walk but rather expensive. 

Sadly missed two of our group who left by 5.20pm express. 
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October 14, 1923: Macandrew Bay - Seal Point - High Road - Andersons Bay 

Meet: Dunedin Ferry Wharf, 10am 

Leader: Mr Hayward 

ñTook 10am ferry to Macandrew Bay and climbed to High Road, very steep and very 

hot. Along a mile or so then down to Seal Point (1pm). Boiled billy and had lunch. 

Left again at 2pm and visited Fairy Grotto then back along High Road. Our party 

went up to Monument (5pm) and finished our sandwiches then left again (5.30pm) for 

car at Andersons Bay (6.25pm) 

Glorious day and splendid view from High Road 

Leader: Mr Heyward 

43 membersò 
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October 20-22, 1923: Dunedin - Whare Flat - Mt Allan - Silver Peaks - Waitati (first 

OTC weekend trip) 

Meet: Mr Balkôs residence, Drivers Road, Maori Hill 

Leader: Mr Balk 

Chaperon: Mrs Hayward 

ñSaturday: Assembled at the residence of Mr Balk, Drivers Road at 2.30 and left at 

3.20pm for Whare Flat, via Golf Links. Heavy mist, very good walking. Arrived at 

house about 6pm and prepared tea and spent evening playing 500, supper 10.30 

and then retired about 20 to 12 pm (sic) 

Members of our party: 

Mr Balk (President) Mrs C Hayward  Mr C Hayward (Secretary) 

Miss Balk   Miss G Parker  Miss Mackie 

Miss McLean  Miss Tweedy (author) Mr G Annison 

Mr G Pearson  Mr T Hunter   Mr C Welsh 

Mr G Spiers   Mr E Sutherland  Mr Robertson 
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Sunday: Arose at 5.30am, most of us went for walk along Haiyontal (sp?) Bar, re-

turning 7.15, breakfast 7.45 and left the house at 9.30am and did a bit of touring 

about Whare Flat. Some of the party had a swim in stream. Left foot of hill at noon 

and climbed up the Chalkies. (Met party of 12 youths, who tramped a few miles with 

us). Had a spell and some fruit and on again. 

Boiled the billy about 3 oôclock and made sandwiches for party. Walking on down 

Parvenea and along railway line to Mt Allan arriving there 7pm. Got luggage and pro-

visions from Station. Had a stunner tea, chops and spuds in their jackets. 

Went for a walk along the side of a stream and river, a perfectly moonlight night, 

slept on floor, some straw for a mattress. 

Monday: Arose at 5.20am, lovely morning, for breakfast had scrambled eggs on 

toast, good. Cut up bread for sandwiches and then 7 of us left for Silver Peaks (Miss 

Parker strained or wrenched her ankle and had to stay at Mt Allan). 

Walked for an hour and started a fire and boiled tin of water for the party who were 

coming from Mt Allan railway station (38 arrived by the train from Dunedin). 


