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The OTMC meets socially at 3 Young Street  
every Thursday—doors open at 7.30pm,  

programme begins at 8.00pm. 

Newsletter of the Otago Tramping 
and Mountaineering Club (Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1120, Dunedin. 
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Committee Members 2012/13 

 President Antony Pettinger 473 7924 
 Vice President Richard Forbes 453 1327 
 Secretary Peter Stevenson  454 4148 
 Treasurer Tina Anderson 473 7015 
 Chief Guide/Transport Antony Pettinger 473 7924 
 Membership Secretary Richard Forbes 453 1327 
 Bulletin Editor Debbie Pettinger 473 7924 
 Ben Rudds / Gear Hire Sam Patrick 487 6066 
 Clubrooms / Gear Hire Gene Dyett 455 7465 
 Daytrip Convenor Wayne Hodgkinson  473 0950 
 Website/Bushcraft Director Antony Pettinger 473 7924 
 Social Convener Tony Timperley 473 7257 
 Social Convener Debbie Pettinger 473 7924 
 Conservation/Advocacy David Barnes 454 4492 
 SAR Rep / Committee Ross Hunt 477 3309 
  Clubrooms Maintenance  Andrew Pask 453 5719 

Visit us on the Internet at: www.otmc.co.nz 

Looking towards Siberia Valley and the Crucible 6-10 February 2013 
Photo by Ross Hunt 
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The recent long weekend trip to Makarora has provided a start point 
for this month’s musings. Way back in 1966 when I went on my 
first tramp to the Orongorongo Valley in Wellington for a friend’s 
birthday, I borrowed a “kidney rotter” – a pack with a bent 
triangular steel frame enveloped in a heavy canvas sac. As the name 
suggest, it was the most uncomfortable means of carrying a load 
imaginable. I want to give some insight into the tramping difference 
now and then. 
Packs have evolved to today’s models – but I wonder if they are any 
better. Definitely a step above the original kidney rotter – but with 
all those pockets, zips, buckles and straps I question whether in the 
interests of simplicity we’ve gone overboard. With so many pockets 
it’s easy to lose that very important item. From the triangular 
version, packs evolved to a wooden “H-frame”, and shortly after to 
the hollow steel or alloy version. Many had the facility to carry fuel 
in the frame. My first Mountain Mule H-Frame was a light-weight 
model. The first time I used it bush-bashing in the Tararua’s, I 
totalled it - shredded the sac in the leatherwood descending to the 
night’s camp site. The much sturdier replacement canvas sac is still 
in one piece. 
Standard tramping kit consisted of a woollen shearer’s singlet and a 
pair of tight plastic shorts. Quick to dry, and oh so stylish! Clothing 
was wool – imagine a hut full of sweaty trampers in wet wool 
drying socks around the open fire. Boots were full leather, complete 
with tricounis, and the soles were attached with screws. Imagine the 
state of one’s feet once the screws had penetrated through the soles! 
Dinner was always steak, potatoes and veges. No such thing as dehy 
food. That came later. Toss everything into a large billy and cook 
over an open fire. That’s another tradition that seems to have largely 
vanished. We nowadays rely heavily on gas cookers – back then 
they were a rarity. We had to be able to light a fire in all conditions. 
We even had official billy boiling competitions – who could boil a 
billy of water over an open fire in the quickest time. 
And navigation – the catch-cry was “if you can’t see, climb a tree.” 
Map and compass only – no GPS, no mountain radios, no satellites, 
and definitely no PLB’s!  
Some things don’t change though – the camaraderie between like-
minded folk engaged in a common activity. The tall stories and even 
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taller anecdotes spun around an open fire – the longer the night the bigger 
the fibs. And those Jurassic pesky little bity things – we still hope to win 
the battle by the time we hit the pit.  

Ross Hunt 
OTMC SAR Rep. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Club membership now stands at 191 
 
Joined during last month 
Murray Singleton 
Vicent Gasso 
Lynley Copland 

Richard Forbes 
Membership 

 
 

Rockburn Hut 
 
The Rockburn Hut is currently closed by DoC—see the photo 
 
Photo supplied by 
Rob Seeley who used 
the Rockburn Hut 
with Terry Duffield 
and Pam McKelvey 
during a trip to Lake 
Unknown in January 
2013. 
 
 



Page 4 

 

 

OTMC 90th Celebrations 
22-25 August 2013 

 
All current and past member of the Otago Tramping & Mountaineering Club are 

invited to the OTMC’s 90th Celebrations. 
 

Starting with our AGM on Thursday, 22 August 
An informal meet and chat on Friday, 23 August 

Formal dinner on Saturday, 24 August  
Ending with a short day walk on Sunday, 25 August 

 
Bookings of venues and costs are in the process of being confirmed. 

 
If you know any past members, please let them know about the  

OTMC’s 90th Celebrations.  .  
 

Contact Antony (phone 4737924 or email otmc.co.nz) 
Richard phone 4531327 

With names, phone and preferably an email address of past members. 
 
 

Gear for Hire 
 

The OTMC has a large amount of gear available for members to hire.  
 Ice axes    Crampons  
 Packs    First Aid Kit  
 Cookers   Billies  
 Tents    Personal Locator Beacons  
 Climbing Helmets  Avalanche Transceivers and Probes  
 
Members can hire gear for $5 for up to one week. If you can’t get it back to club then 
each week is an additional $5. Phone Gene or Sam if you can’t make it to club nights 
to bring gear back.  
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Highlay Hill 
13 January 2013 

 
It had been raining steadily for some time by 8am when I phoned Gordon to 
find him adamant that the tramp was still going ahead.  “I guess those who 
want to walk in the rain will turn up”, he remarked. 
The rain had stopped by the time he arrived at the clubroom to find six eager 
to start the year with a tramp to an area none of us had seen before on the 
OTMC trip card: the top of Highlay Hill.  
We travelled via Palmeston and Macraes, finishing with a car shuffle; park-
ing the two cars about 3 km apart, on Horse Flat Rd.  The weather was 
cloudy but clear so we optimistically anointed ourselves with suncream.  
From the cattle yards at 450m we climbed steadily upwards through farm-
land.  We were treated to expansive views over the nearby mining opera-
tions.  The higher we climbed the more we marvelled at the sheer scale of 
the operation.  Beautifully terraced hills created by the remediation of the 

land after mining stood out from the 
more stark surrounding landscape.  
Gordon explained the ownership of the 
land we were walking on (some of it 
bought by Oceana Gold and leased 
back to the farmer) and identified fea-
tures such as the Golden Point Battery 
(gold mine).   Evidence of the fire that 
swept through the area in June 2012 
was clearly visible as we reached the 
summit of Highlay Hill (820m).  From 
the peak we had 360 ̊views stretching 
as far as the Maniototo. 
Long before the summit was reached 
the sun had come out.  The cooling ef-
fect of the breeze was much appreciat-
ed as we climbed, but the higher we 
went, the stronger the wind got.  By the 
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time we were ready for our lunch stop at the top, it was quite a mission to 
find somewhere sheltered. 
One of our party had 
found the walk tough go-
ing, so our speed was not 
quite what Gordon had 
originally anticipated.  The 
decision was made to re-
turn by a similar route.  
Murray and Gordon went  
ahead to reshuffle the cars 
so that both were waiting 
for us upon our return to 
the cattle yards at about 
4pm.  Added to the feeling 
of satisfaction from com-
pleting the hot day’s climb was the boost we got when Tony (SAR contact) 
responded to the text saying we were out, with his own text saying that in 
Dunedin it was raining, with thunder starting. 
There was, of course, still time for a stop in Palmerston to get ice creams, 
compare sunburn and thank Gordon heartedly for a very enjoyable and well 
organised trip. 

Jan Burch for Murray Singleton, Catriona Speight, Lucy Jones, Juliet 
Wardell, Karen Keith and our leader, Gordon Tocher. 
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Spiers Road—Ben Rudds Picnic—Davies Track 
We set off from the club rooms on an overcast cool day with rain in the 
forecast. With a vehicle deposited at the far end we were soon underway. 
Following the markers for the paper road was relatively easy although we 
stopped a couple of times to attack the gorse to both open up the track and 
to make the markers more visible. Further up though there were places 
where the markers were completely engulfed by gorse and it would have 
required power tools to tackle it. We soon came to an old stone wall that 
Ben Rudd had built in the days before retiring to Dunedin. (That didn't 
last long and he soon purchased the property that the club later pur-
chased). 
 As we were approaching the reserve on flagstaff we had to wait a few 
moments while Richard and Chris tackled a wilding tree growing in the 
road. The rain had now started resulting in wet legs from the tussock. Up-
on reaching the pineapple track we headed cross country across to the fire 
break with a couple more wilding trees being tackled. Richard did very 
well bringing us guiding us across what appears to be a featureless land-
scape and bought us out to the firebreak at the head of the track down to 
the Ben Rudds shelter. Due to family reasons we didn't find our expected 
hot water and brownies. However Richard did have a home made amber 
liquid that he was able to share around. a great taste appreciated by all. 
When we were almost finished eating Peter arrived so we did some catch 
up.  
When it came time to trundle down a bit further to look at the rhododen-
drons we were feeling a bit chilled and decided to give it a miss. We set 
off up to the top to pick up the Pineapple track and then the Davies track. 
Peter returned to the Bull Ring and drove around to help ferry people 
back to start. On the way down the fire break he met up with Dave and 
Penny McArthur heading in for the picnic. 
By the time we got to the where the Davis track heads off the Pineapple 
track the rain had more or less stopped. By this time nobody seemed keen 
on meeting up with any mud so we stuck to the walkway and got out to 
find Peter awaiting. Soon we were back at the cars and bicycle at Spiers 
Rd and on our way. 
 
Kathy Woodrow, Chris Pearson, Lucy Jones, Deborah Shaw, Steph 
McLauchlan, Peter Loeber, Sam Patrick, Tracy and Richard Pettinger 
who did the walk. Peter Mason, Dave and Penny McArthur for the picnic. 
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CHIEF GUIDE COMMENT 
16-17 March 2013 

Ahuriri Valley / Canyon Creek [All]  
Richard Forbes 453 1327 

Another trip where the days are becoming colder, but that can also mean 
good clear skies – great for photography. The club hasn’t been to the Ahu-
riri for a while. There is an option to cross over to the top of the Dingle 
(Top Dingle Hut) or do a couple of day trips on the Ahuriri side. Canyon 
Creek is a great side valley, with many views available once the bushline is 
reached. The other suggested day trip is to the ridge dividing the Ahuriri 
from the Dingle, relatively low at 1448m (compared to the surrounding 
high points). 
Trip list closes March 7. 

 
29 March—1 April 2013 (Easter 2013)  

Green Lake / Borland Area  [All] 
Leader to be advised 

Green Lake is a significant lake located to the west of (and higher than) 
Lake Monowai. With an early Easter this year the club is taking the oppor-
tunity of camping higher up, providing several options. A 4-5 hour walk 
through wonderful Fiordland bush (and some mud) brings you to saddle 
overlooking Green Lake. From here the track continues down to the 
lakeside and heads through the bush to a 1km long beach on the lakes 
northern shore. The original 4 bunk hut has been replaced by DoC in 2006 
with a modern 12 bunker at the eastern end of the beach. From the hut Is-
land Lake can be visited, as well as a trip to the Grebe River 
Given the timing of the trip a great option would be to avoid the hut and 
camp alongside some tarns above Green Lake. Mt. Burns, the areas highest 
point, is an easy enough scramble from here. Further options include an 
attempt on Mt Cuthbert and Cleughearn Peak, to the south of Mt. Burns. 
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Another option is Mt Titiroa, from the North Borland – this is a fascinating 
landscape that would benefit from a three day trip to really enjoy. 
Trip list closes November 21  
 

13-14 April  
Mistake Creek/U Pass/Hut Creek  [All] 

Wayne Hodgkinson ph. 473 0950 
This trip is a classic Fiordland trip, and has been often used as part of the 
older Bushcraft courses. It involves most country trampers would travel 
over – track, river crossings, untracked country, a high pass, steep descent 
and camping. The area is accesses from the Milford Road, just short of 
Cascade Creek, and crossed the West Eglinton to access the Earl Moun-
tains. As in a lot of trips, access to U Pass involves a short tricky section – 
this time up beside a waterfall in Mistake Creek to access a basin directly 
below U Pass. If the crossing doesn’t appeal, then Mistake Creek is the 
better of the two for an ‘in and out’ trip – the head of the valley is worth an 
afternoon trip. 
Trip list closes April 4. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3 March  
The Three Silver Peaks [M] 

Tony Timperley ph. 473 7257 
Did you know that there are Silver Peaks 1, 2 & 3 and that over the years they 
have been interchangeable? Just to make sure we cover them all we will climb 
each one with great ceremony and record these events. The route will first take us 
up Green Ridge, with a drinks and snacks stop at the Green Hut site. Then we will 
proceed to climb up to our first peak above Pulpit Rock before diverting to our 
second peak on Rocky Ridge. Our final ascent will be to the highest peak at 777 
metres. Here we will lunch and admire the 360 degree expansive views before 
returning via Green Ridge again (although we may drop down and take a look at 
the Painted Forest if time allows). (Car share cost: $8) 

(Continued on page 10) 
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10 March 
Ship At Anchor [M]  
Alan Thomson  ph. 455 7878 

We will head up the Eldorado track above Lake Mahinerangi, past the Hy-
dro project to park our vehicles at a locked gate, and then walk over to the 
Deep Stream weir and intake. From the weir it is a fairly steady climg up to 
the Lammermoor Plateau and over to the Ship at Anchor - altitude 980m, 
so be prepared for the extreme conditions that can occur in this very ex-
posed area (great views). After lunch we will head down a steep face to 
Deep Stream where we can explore a historic Gold mining area before 
walking up a vehicle track back to the cars.  
 

17 March  
The Fools Find Falls In Nicols & Morrison Creeks [M] 

Antony Hamel ph. 453 5240 
There are 5 waterfalls in Nicols Creek and some old weirs in Morrison Creek. 
The foolish aim of the day will be go up Nicols and down Morrison Creek to visit 
them all. 
It would be great if it had just stopped raining as waterfalls are much better in the 
wet.  
Travel is mainly through reasonably open bush, steep slopes and up and down 
creek beds so could be a bit of an adventure. 
The first five people (who are happy to be filmed) will the be official adventurers 
and any others be support people. 

 
24 March 

Government Track (Waipori) [M] 
Maria Hamelink ph. 021 1350141 

The track starts off the road to Waipori approximately 8km from the main 
turnoff at Henley. there is a marked carpark. 
This is a gentle walk up climbing 500metres to the top toward the wenita 
forestry area, through farmland and manuka trees. Then walking down 
through private farmland and kowhai spur with awesome views over Lakes 
Waipori and Waihola. On a good day can see right out to Taieri Mouth. 
The way down is quite steep. Leaving the clubrooms 9am sharp, walk 
should take approx 5 hours. 
 

(Continued from page 9) 
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31 March 
No Day Trip (Easter) 

 
 

7 April 
Hoods Tracks (Herbert)     (8am Start) [M]  

Jane Cloete ph. 467 2328 
NB 8am start from the clubrooms (not too bad 'cause the clocks go back at 3am, 
so you'll have had your normal sleep-in!).    
It's about 80-90mins drive to the forest, then we will do a short 'car shuffle' to get a 
car to the track finish.  The Hood track is parallel to the Swallow track which we 
did a few years ago.  It is muddy in parts, and there is a vertical ladder to climb up 
beside a wee waterfall.  Mostly native bush, with some plantation pines at the 
top.  The route back is a bit overgrown: bring a pair of secateurs if you have them 
and perhaps we cut back the worst bits!  Contact Jane Cloete 467-2328 with any 
queries.   
 
 

Studying the map on Wilson Pass (1578m) 6-10 February 2013 
Photo by Tomas Sobeck 
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7 March 
Maria Hamelink spent five weeks in 2012 travelling around 
South America.  We enjoyed part one of her talk in December 
and look forward to hearing and seeing more of this interesting 
part of the world.   

14 March 
How to make movies that you do not have to force your friends 
and relatives to watch. 
In 2012 Antony Hamel experimented with making short movies.  
See Silverpeakspress youtube channel for a preview. 
What works and what does not. How to fool your friends and rela-
tives into being filmed. What not to do. Is there any money in it? 
Rest assured all your questions will not be answered in this short 
presentation by Antony Hamel 

21 March 
Geologist Nick Mortimer gave an interesting presentation last 
year at club about the geology around Dunedin.  He is back to tell 
us about the geology of Otago titled ‘Schist Country—what it is 
and why it’s here’. 

28 March 
Easter—no club night 

4 April 
Bruce Adams enjoys mountain running .  He has competed in a 
number of mountain runs, including the Kepler Challenge and 
the Milford Track for ‘fun’.  Find out how much time he puts into 
training, what sort of preparation goes into a race and what it’s 
like to run some of the tracks that we walk on.   

Visit us on the Internet at: www.otmc.co.nz 

Any ideas, and contact names in particular, are welcome for the Thursday evening 
activities.  If you can help please contact Tony Timperley (phone 473 7257, email to-
nytimps@xtra.co.nz) or Debbie Pettinger (phone 473 7924, email debsnz@ihug.co.nz) 
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