Newsletter of the Otago Tramping

and Mountaineering Club (Inc¢.)
P.O. Box 1120. Dunedin.

The OTMC meets socially at 3 Young Street
every Thursday—doors open at 7.30pm,
programme begins at 8.00pm.

Matukituki Valley (March 2013)
Photo by Tomas Sobeck

— e — e — e — e — — — — s — -

| Committee Members 2012/13 |

I President Antony Pettinger 473 7924 .
Vice President Richard Forbes 453 1327 |
Secretary Peter Stevenson 454 4148

I Treasurer Tina Anderson .

. Chief Guide/Transport Antony Pettinger 473 7924 I

I Membership Secretary Richard Forbes 453 1327 -
Bulletin Editor Debbie Pettinger 473 7924 I
Ben Rudds / Gear Hire Sam Patrick 487 6066 .

I Clubrooms / Gear Hire Gene Dyett 455 7465

» Daytrip Convenor Wayne Hodgkinson 473 0950 I

I Website/Bushcraft Director Antony Pettinger 473 7924 .
Social Convener Tony Timperley 473 7257 |
Social Convener Debbie Pettinger 473 7924 .

I Conservation/Advocacy David Barnes 454 4492

* SAR Rep / Committee Ross Hunt 477 3309 I

I Clubrooms Maintenance Andrew Pask 453 5719 -

Visit us on the Internet at: www.otme.co.nz
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COMMITTEE THOUGHT

The other committee members have written eloquently on how belonging
to the club has enhanced their tramping experiences. OTMC has done this
for me also: | think particularly of the eight-day Five Passes’ tramp and
being in the “Death Zone” with Ralph Harvey and Phil Somerville.
However, being a member has also enhanced my life in another way. For
four years | have been on the committee as a “Social Programme Co-co-
ordinator” where my main responsibility is to arrange for guest speakers to
address club members at Thursday evening club nights. | have not got a
writing stutter when | say *“co-co-ordinator”, but am acknowledging that |
have had the pleasure of working with another co-ordinator: for the first
two years Ralph Harvey and the past two years Debbie Pettinger. 1 may
have done the Thursday night introductions, but these two are more than
likely to have done the groundwork in getting the speaker.

Although I have said that my main responsibility is to arrange for guest
speakers, by far the greater majority of these speakers have been referred
to me or my fellow co-co-ordinator by other club members. Not only this,
but club members themselves have also come forward and offered to give
a talk on a tramp or climb they have done. Whilst most of their
presentations have described tramps and climbs, we have also been treated
to a wide range of other topics by invited guest speakers, ranging from
preserving artifacts from Scott’s Hut in Antarctica to training Search and
Rescue dogs. OTMC members have also shown us photos and videos from
their travels to places as varied as Botswana, Kazakhstan, Iceland and
Nepal.

To have these presenters at the club every Thursday evening is, for me, a
privilege; whether the speaker is someone as distinguished as Professor Sir
Alan Mark or a fellow club member. I am sure all of you feel the same. |
know | have been educated by guest speakers in topics such as South
Island Robin territorial behaviour, the geology of the Dunedin area, the
ecology and sustainable management of the South Island high country, the
reasons for the decline in Kea numbers — to name just a few. | am sure you
will also agree with me when | say that OTMC members have also
increased our general knowledge about countries in Africa, Asia, Europe,
North and South America by what we have seen and heard from their
Thursday evening presentations.

That OTMC members value our Thursday night gatherings is shown by
the high numbers who attend; it is quite normal to have over 30. On 14th
February, for Philip Somerville’s ascent of Mt Cook presentation, we had
over 50 — standing room only! Although the guest speakers are an obvious
attraction, we must not forget the social aspects of meeting up with fellow
trampers, sharing experiences, planning future trips, or just having a
general chat over a cup of tea with like-minded friends.



And what have Debbie and | got planned for the future? Of course, presentations
by members will continue to be a prominent feature and their topics may extend
beyond tramping. As trampers have a keen interest in conservation issues, we will
continue to feature guests who can inform and educate us in aspects of this
important topic. Most of us like to have photographic and/or video records of our
tramps and travels, so we will arrange for experts, particularly our own Antony
Hamel, to instruct us in the finer skills. Debbie and | also realize that members
also like a good fun night, so we are planning to have a quiz night and an auction.
Finally, as 2013 is the 90th birthday of OTMC, we will be organizing evenings
which celebrate this event.

Although Debbie and | have Thursday evenings organized for the next couple of
months we will welcome any suggestions from members, because, as | have said,
most of the ideas and references to guest speakers have come from members —
especially when that speaker is you!

Thank you all for your Thursday evening contributions and for your support in
attending, so making OTMC’s clubrooms the place to be on a Thursday evening.

Tony Timperly
Social Programme Co-co-ordinator

.1
There is no change this month, club membership still stands at 191 members.
With the huge numbers doing bushcraft | expect this number to climb.

Richard Forbes
Membership

Long Ridge, Silver Peaks

Wenita Forest Products has agreed to reopen the top of Powder Ridge, above the
plantation’s treeline and the scenic reserve boundary south of Pulpit Rock to
trampers without a permit. Thank you to David Barnes for putting this suggestion
forward to Wenita.

The Green Hut Track Group has done some work on this section of track recently
and it is looking really good.

The mountain bike community were not successful in opening the Mt Allan-
Pulpit Rock-Long Ridge circuit up, however Wenita have agreed to revisit this
once the current round of logging ceases.



O0TMC 90’th Anniversary

2013 marks the 90th Anniversary of the Otago Tramping Club / Otago Tramp-
ing and Mountaineering Club. While the 90th is not normally a big celebration,
we are marking this significant milestone with an Anniversary weekend in Au-
gust 2013. The following dates have been chosen (August is the month the OTC
was formed in 1923):

August 22 (Thursday): OTMC 90th AGM

August 23 (Friday):  Social Evening / Display of photos
August 24 (day): Open Day in the Clubrooms
August 24 (evening): 90th Anniversary Dinner

August 25 (morning): Event to be confirmed

A group of members are now meeting to co-ordinate events for the 90th Anni-
versary. We have retained the membership list compiled for the 75th Anniver-
sary - this listed members from the early 1950's until 1998. This list contains
over 1000 names, but the contact details will now be unreliable. We are present-
ly updating this list to include members from the past 15 years. We have vari-
ous forms of promotion in mind, but we suspect that word of mouth from mem-
bers over the years will prove one of the best forms of communication. Friend-
ships (and marriage) within the OTMC is often enduring, with many keeping in
touch with members from any given era - please let past members you know the
details of the Anniversary.

Registrations will be administered by Richard Forbes. The best way to register
your interest is by email:

otmc90th@gmail.com

An official registration form will be available with the next Bulletin, as well as
from the OTMC website and the clubrooms.

As part of the club’s planning for our anniversary, Antony recently called into
see Marie McDonald, life member of the club. Marie had recently returned
home after a hospital admission following a minor stroke. Despite this Marie
was in good spirits and they easily recalled many happy tramping memories.
Marie is looking forward to the club’s 90th anniversary and is hoping to be able
to attend the dinner on Saturday night. Marie welcomes any club member who
is passing through Oamaru to call in and say hello.



rip Reports

Aoraki / Mt Cook - Mueller Hut Expedition
(aka Epic Cheesecake Fail)
January 2013

I had been wanting to get back into the hills (preferably mountains) for some time,
so when | glanced through the trip calendar for 2013 | was immediately drawn to
the 26-27 January trip. Mt Cook would be an excellent shake-down for fitness and
my chance to storm the mountains of my youth.
Or so | thought.
Saturday dawned fine and remarkably still with only a touch of dew on the tents
and cars at White Horse Hill carpark. Looking around we estimated in excess of
150 vehicles which meant there were at the very least 200 people in the area. Get-
ting to DOC early and queuing for tickets for Mueller Hut suddenly became an im-
perative. Breakfast scarfed down, tents dropped and packs loaded, we were at DOC
HQ by 0810 and found ourselves first in line which was just as well because the hut
very quickly filled up.
With the administrative tasks completed we drove back to the carpark and began
the wander up the track towards Kea point and Sealy Tarns. Along the way my eyes
were continually drawn up towards the east face of the Footstool with its exit cou-
loir leading almost directly to the summit. Somehow it looked a hell of a lot steeper
than it did when | was last there 20 years ago! Similarly, the south face of Cook
looked overly steep and very sparse of ice, the only real ice route | could see that
may have been possible was
White Dream, a grade 5 classic.
'l The rest of the face looked re-
pellent and hostile yet immense-
ly beautiful in the heat of the
morning sun.
Now that we were finally as-
cending the stair case that is the
Sealy Tarns track, | was gradual-
ly coming to the alarming reali-
sation of exactly how unfit | had
} _ become in the intervening years!

m== Had it not been for Gene’s regu-

lar and just-long-enough rest

breaks I think I would still be there, pretending | was more interested in the botany
than actually going uphill. With a short stop for snacks and water at Sealy Tarns
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behind us, we were off for the next section which back in the day, was clearly
marked as an Alpine Undertaking — Experience and Appropriate Equipment Essen-
tial. Nothing like that now of course, just a small avalanche warning sign which
does very little to deter the shirtless and packless bods we encountered coming up,
and down!. I know I’m getting old, but seriously DOC you owe it to the users of
____thistrack to at least provide
\'327’.? &+, SOMe relevant warning.
“&- - Comforted (somewhat) by
= the fact that | may be unfit
but at least | have all the
gear required, | set off af-
A ter the group and soon
reached the boulder field
8 near the ridgeline. The
s view from the ridge across
*to Sefton and up the
Mueller is just stunning
and we stopped for photos
S and a well-deserved rest.
Looking across the Hooker valley we were able to make out Tomas’s party on the
Wakefield ridgeline and we hoped they would be able to find water at the tarns, it
was that hot. Onwards to Mueller Hut where we discovered that we were the first
overnighters to arrive and we had our pick of bunks. Lunch was consumed with
gusto and photo opportunities taken. The weather was superb and any available
shade was often taken during the rest of the day, the temperature reaching the high
20’s.
It was at about this point that | realised | had forgotten to bring butter for the
cheesecake base and that the base mix would have to be used as a biscuit topping —
marginally acceptable if really annoying. My baking skills became an exercise in
organic chemistry and dilution factors as | struggled with the powdered milk mix
and chocolate mousse surprise (Surprise! it looks like mousse, smells like mousse,
only it’s completely inedible). A young German woman asked me what | was do-
ing and when | told her, she announced that without a base “This is not cake” to
which I had to agree so we decided to call it a cheese instead.
Gene served up an excellent Pasta d’Oro meal for mains, preceded by Denis’s pes-
to dip and crackers which whet the appetite wonderfully. | think a warning is ap-
propriate here to any people who may have the misfortune to accompany me on
longer expeditions — my favourite dish is something | call MacDeath, best de-
scribed as a pasta thing with salami and other bits of flavouring added. Beware
MacDeath!.
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That evening with the sun having lost a lot of its power, Vincent and Denis
made the ascent of Mt Ollivier while | basked in the glory of my past achieve-
ments and Gene continued taking some stunning photos that hopefully, we’ll see
in the OTMC photo gallery in the near future.

Later that evening the moon rose full and illuminated the area around the hut
and the east face of Sefton and neighbouring peaks. Fantastic night for photog-
raphy.

Next morning and after a fabulous sunrise on the summit ridge of Mt Cook, we
breakfast and depart in fine weather. If anything it’s even warmer today than
yesterday so fluids need to be kept up even if we are only descending. A brief
stop at the tarns for water and snacks and then down the staircase to the valley
track in brilliant sunshine. Some of the steps have quite a drop and take their toll
in knee joints and (in my case) toenails!. My rusty old alpenstock got a workout
for the first time in years, but next time I’ll probably opt for trekking poles after
the sufficiently long learning curve has been surmounted. Gene timed us at 2.5
hours down and about 4 hours up which isn’t too bad given the high tempera-
tures and fitness levels — Vincent and Denis could have easily cut half an hour
off these times.

We re-grouped with Tomas’s team at the Visitor Centre carpark and shared
yarns of a fantastic weekend.

Great to be back in the hills, great to have such a vibrant group dynamic and mix
of experience, youth and fitness levels. Thanks team, this is definitely one for
the books!

Murray Singleton for Gene Dyett (leader), Vincent Gasso (Spain)
and Denis Gessert (Germany).
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Aoraki / Mt Cook - Mt Wakefield
January 2013
This was an off-track option and we were party of four. After the night at White Horse
Hill camp ground and checking the latest weather forecast at DOC office in Mt Cook
Village we drove to Hooker Corner. We left the car right after the bridge over Hooker
River and found a cairn marking the start
of the steep route through the forest and
bush. A care needs to be taken following
this "almost track™ as there are no real
markers, just some cairns here and there.
Because of this various options exist
along the way, but the choices aren't crit-
ical. Once the vegetation disappears the
real off-track experience starts. It's pretty ==,
straightforward following the ridge, es-
pecially in the glorious weather conditions we had - blue sky all the weekend. The
main obstacle was the actual climb from 700 metres up to about 1800, followed by a
drop to 1700 metres for a camp site. The smooth progress of our ascent was spoiled
only by two things: uncertainty whether we would find water in the tarns, and Michael
getting cramps half way up the hill. Luckily he recovered after a short rest, enough to
continue with the group.
It took us about 6 hours to get to the tarns and there was plenty of water to drink as
well as swim in. It's fair to say that swimming was short and three party members de-
cided not to participate. Since the snow was still melting and feeding the tarns it was a
pleasantly cooling experience.
While Michael and Lindsay rested at the camp site, Andrew and | went for a little
walk around the peeks. We even
briefly socialised with couple of
mountaineers who came up directly
from Hooker Valley. The views
were fantastic, even though we did-
n't reach the main peak of Mt Wake-
field due to time concerns. Our de-
scent was enhanced by couple of
large snow fields with surface melt-
ed just perfect for glissading. This
& made it fun and much easier and
quicker than we expected.
Back at the camp site we all enjoyed generous dose of food and lovely sunset and
moonrise. The moonlight was so bright that it inspired us to take a few night shots.
The next day was pretty uneventful. We took 4 hours to walk back the same route we
came and met the rest of the trip at the DOC office. Thanks Gene for organizing this
lovely trip and incredible weather!
Tomas Sobek on behalf of Lindsay Rixon, Michael Firmin, and Andrew Burrows




TripPlise

Weekend trip numbers have been low this year, but most trips have still
gone ahead — and have been successful. The highlight of the summer
tramping season was the five day trip to the Makarora area — it was great to
see three distinct trips undertaken. Due to the unprecedented weather and
success each of these trips will feature at upcoming club nights.

We have now almost reached the end of the summer trip card, so we are
looking for ideas and leaders for the winter trips (May to the end of Octo-
ber). While the weekend trips will invariably have a hut option that doesn’t
preclude any other option within the area, even going as far as camping
out. With Leaning Lodge now being complete, this area will feature as a
winter destination — due to the work undertaken | would expect this to be a
popular trip. Please contact Antony for weekend trips, or Wayne for day
trips — details on the front page of the Bulletin.

April 27-28 Freehold Creek (or other Ohau Valleys) (All)

Leader to be confirmed
We ran a trip to Freehold Creek and the Maitland at a similar time in 2012
and it enjoyed one of the best weekends for weather that year (clear, but
cool). Fingers crossed this year will enjoy the same conditions. Freehold
Creek provides great access to the Ohau Range and the area towards the
Maitland (including Dumb-Bell Lake). There is good camping at tarns
around 1500m, an hour or so from here will have you on the tops with
great views over Lake Ohau, the Barrier Range above the Ahuriri and right
through to Mt Cook.
Other Ohau valleys are also available: the Maitland (a nice wander to Mait-
land Hut — permission required for lower section), Temple Valley — either
a crossover of Gunsight Pass (depending on conditions) or a trip up the
South Temple and Huxley Valley.
Trip list closes April 18.



May trips will be advertised at club and on the website once dates / desti-
nations have been set.

Bushcraft 2013

45 people have registered for Bushcraft 2013 — a similar number to 2012 —
this is an excellent result and shows there is a need to promote tramping
safety to the community. As | write this, we have held the first two evening
meetings and the navigation day on Flagstaff. To me, the navigation day is
when we really break the ice and get to know the participants on the course
outside of a structured meeting environment. The Bushcraft course has
been adapted and altered over many years and this year’s format reflects
the time people can commit to a course like this. Bushcraft is an important
part of who the OTMC is, and our club would be the poorer without it. The
course would simply not run without the contribution of club members and
| thank Debbie Pettinger, Ann Burton, Richard Forbes, Ross Hunt, Peter
Stevenson, Gordon Tocher, David Barnes, John Kaiser, Peter Loeber and
Wayne Hodgkinson for giving their time to this year’s course — the feed-
back I’ve received is all good!

DAYTRIPS

7 April
Hoods Tracks (Herbert) (8am Start) [M]
Jane Cloete ph. 467 2328
NB 8am start from the clubrooms (not too bad 'cause the clocks go back at 3am,
so you'll have had your normal sleep-in!).
It's about 80-90mins drive to the forest, then we will do a short ‘car shuffle' to get
a car to the track finish. The Hood track is parallel to the Swallow track which
we did a few years ago. It is muddy in parts, and there is a vertical ladder to
climb up beside a wee waterfall. Mostly native bush, with some plantation pines
at the top. The route back is a bit overgrown: bring a pair of secateurs if you have
them and perhaps we cut back the worst bits! Contact Jane Cloete 467-2328 with
any queries.

(Continued on page 11)



14 April
Green Ridge - Rocky Ridge - Yellow Ridge [M/F]
David Barnes ph. 454 4492

This is a through trip along the best bit of the Silver Peaks - Rocky Ridge. After
using the club key to shuttle cars to Tunnels Track, we will head off from Hightop
to Pulpit Rock and then along the spectacular central spine of the Peaks. Then it's
down Yellow Ridge to the new Phil Cox Hut, a splash across the river and a short
sharp climb up Tunnels Track to the car.

21 April

Cloud Forest of Leith [E]

Janet Barclay ph.489 2598
From the club rooms we drive north to Pine Hill Road and to a car park along
Cowan Road. We take a track to Pigeon Hill then enter the bush for the walk to
Sullivans Dam. This is a round trip back to the cars. Expect mud, a few rocky bits,
some hills and awesome views. A good idea to wear gaiters/long pants. We expect
to be back at the club rooms between 2 and 3pm.
Trip cost $5

28 April
ABC Cave/ The Gap [M]
Dave McArthur ph. 481 1478

The traditional way to ABC Cave for most people is via the Tunnels track and
Yellow Ridge, but there is another way . . . . . via Bendoran., which is approxi-
mately a one hour drive from the clubrooms. Bendoran is reached via Bucklands
Crossing, drive on for approximately 1.5 kilometres turning left onto Blucher
Road, then continue driving to Bendoran, where huts, wool shed and yards are
reached at the road end. The tramping route is via a four wheel drive track to
ABC Creek, following the ABC Creek until the Cave is reached. The "ABC
Cave" to "The Gap" is partially via a newly formed tramping track. There are good
views of the Silverpeaks area, Rocky Ridge, Yellow Ridge, Jubilee Hut, Karitane
area and Mt Misery.

During a recent reconnaissance trip several Falcons were sighted quite close to the
track. This is rated as a moderate tramping trip, and the expected duration is
around 5.5 hours which includes stops for lunch and snacks, you can expect to be
back at the club rooms at around 5pm.



4 April
Bruce Adams enjoys mountain running . He has competed in a
number of mountain runs, including the Kepler Challenge and
the Milford Track for ‘fun’. Find out how much time he puts into
training, what sort of preparation goes into a race and what it's
like to run some of the tracks that we walk on.

11 April
BYO—Bring along your photos of any trip you’ve been on recently.
We’'d love to see your photos from your day or weekend trip.

18 April
Tiel Creek, Waitangi Weekend—A group of eight intrepid club
members headed into Tiel Creek, a little visited valley near
Makarora over Waitangi Weekend. Come along tonight and see

the beauty of this valley and learn why it is not visited often.

25 April
ANZAC day—no club night

2 May
Jeremy Star—Pacific Crest Trail part 2. Jeremy had a full house
when he first visited our club rooms to talk about his journey on
the Pacific Crest Trail. His previous talk was a really good over-
view of the track, tonight he will give us a bit more of an in depth
look at the trail and his adventures on this 2000+ mile trail.

9 May
David Barnes has recently been on a cruise to Antarctica. Tonight
he will tell about the cruise, where he went and what he saw on
this unigue continent.

Thursday Night Programme
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1 Any ideas, and contact names in particular, are welcome for the Thursday evening 1
I activities. If you can help please contact Tony Timperley (phone 473 7257, email to-

I nytimps@xtra.co.nz) or Debbie Pettinger (phone 473 7924, email debsnz@ihug.co.nz) I

Visit us on the Internet at: www.otme.co.nz




