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The OTMC meets socially at 3 Young Street  
every Thursday—doors open at 7.30pm,  

programme begins at 8.00pm. 

Newsletter of the Otago Tramping 
and Mountaineering Club (Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1120, Dunedin. 
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Committee Members 2012/13 

 President Antony Pettinger 473 7924 
 Vice President Richard Forbes 453 1327 
 Secretary Peter Stevenson  454 4148 
 Treasurer Tina Anderson  
 Chief Guide/Transport Antony Pettinger 473 7924 
 Membership Secretary Richard Forbes 453 1327 
 Bulletin Editor Debbie Pettinger 473 7924 
 Ben Rudds / Gear Hire Sam Patrick  
 Clubrooms / Gear Hire Gene Dyett 455 7465 
 Daytrip Convenor Wayne Hodgkinson  473 0950 
 Website/Bushcraft Director Antony Pettinger 473 7924 
 Social Convener Tony Timperley 473 7257 
 Social Convener Debbie Pettinger 473 7924 
 Conservation/Advocacy David Barnes 454 4492 
 SAR Rep / Committee Ross Hunt 477 3309 
  Clubrooms Maintenance  Andrew Pask 453 5719 

Visit us on the Internet at: www.otmc.co.nz 

Trig R at Mt. Somers 
Queens Birthday June 2013 

Photo by Tomas Sobek 



Page 2 

 

 

 Not being much of a literate and being the quietly spoken soul that i 
am, I'll keep my thoughts to a minimum.  Hi I'm Tina, the current 
treasurer of OTMC.  On most Thursday evenings you will see me 
wandering around the club with my blue satchel in hand.  I collect 
the wads of cash you eager trampers hand over to cover subs, trip 
fees, gear hire or a cup of tea and bikkie. 
During my time at the club I have gained a true appreciation for the 
committee members.  These dedicated individuals may be the only 
people guaranteed to be at every Thursday meeting; to greet you, tell 
you about the trips they have organised for you, and share their 
valuable knowledge about our region.  Without them we would not 
have the club we have today.  They don't get paid but a "thanks" is 
always appreciated. 
Anyway, as I don't have the tramping experience of many of you, I'll 
stick to some numbers. 
Members can join anytime...now is good!  Don't be shy, we love 
newbies.  Just complete a couple of trips, fill in a form and get 2 
existing members to recommend you (available on the table by the 
door) and then hand to Richard our membership secretary.  If you 
join for the full year it will cost $60 and it gives you the benefit of 
cheaper weekend trips, discounts at various stores and access to the 
vast knowledge and support OTMC offers.  Oh yes, and pay me 
cash or cheque  or you can credit the club account...but don't forget 
to put your name and the word "subs" as a reference.  Cheers. 
Now trips.  Rule 1.  If your name is on the list when it closes you are 
financially committed to pay for the cost.  You must pay the trip 
cost BEFORE THE TRIP DEPARTS.  Not on the day of departure, 
before please :-) The organiser of the trip doesn't want the 
responsibility of carrying around large sums of cash all weekend 
long.  Pay me the Thursday before or direct credit the account.  Put 
your name and the location of the trip as your reference.  If you cant 
make the trip for some reason you can request a refund by writing to 
the committee.  Good luck 
Rule 2.  Trip fees.  Van trips have a set fee listed on the trip 
list.  Private vehicle trips differ slightly in that the vehicle providers 
are allowed to request a fair price to cover not only the cost of petrol 
but mileage as well.  If a trip uses vans and private vehicles, all 
participants pay the trip fee and the vehicle owner submits receipts 
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(GST) and a reimbursement form to myself.  You are allowed to double the 
cost of your receipts.   Anyway the aim is for everyone to pay the same, not 
some paying $30 and others $40. 
Rule 3.  Just because you are organising a trip, you don't get to change the 
rules.  Please remember this and don't offer alternative prices.  Again it is all 
about fairness. 
Hmmm what else ...well our AGM is just around the corner.  Mid August in 
fact.  Many hands make light work, so have a think about what skills you 
have to offer.  Maybe put your hand up to help out a bit more, become one 
of us........ 

Tina Anderson 
Treasurer 

 
 

 
  
Subs for the 2103/14 year are now due so club membership is to be 
determined 
Resigned during last month 
Reawyn Duncan (who has moved to Nelson) 

Richard Forbes 
Membership Secretary 

OTMC COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS 

Nominations for the 2013-14 OTMC Committee are open now and close 
with our Secretary (Peter Stevenson) on August 8, 2013.  

 
Positions to be elected at the AGM are: PRESIDENT, VICE PRESIDENT, 
TREASURER, SECRETARY, CHIEF GUIDE plus SEVEN COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS (from which other roles such as Membership, Bulletin Editor, 

Gear Hire and Day Trips are appointed) 
To be nominated for the committee you need to be a financial member of 
the club, and have your nomination proposed and seconded by two other 

financial members. 
The AGM is on Thursday, August 22, 2013 at 8.00pm in the clubrooms 

Nomination forms available from the clubrooms or the club website 
(otmc.co.nz) 
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Look out your ‘award winning’ photos to  
enter the OTMC photo competition! 

Enter up to 10 photos in any one category.  Categories are Above Bushline, 
Below Bushline, Native Flora or Fauna, Historic or Camp Life and Out-
door Landscapes (no people in Outdoor Landscapes please). 
Entries by either hard copy, CD, DVD or pen drive need to be handed to 
Debbie Pettinger.  Closes 1 August. 
Come along to club night on 15 August to find out the winners! 

 

 

12 September  
We need items to sell at the OTMC Auction! 

Clear out your tramping cupboard/garage and donate any/all  
unwanted tramping related items to the OTMC to sell in the auction. 

 
Come along to the club rooms on 12 September and restock your  

tramping cupboard! 
 

A great way for new trampers to purchase gear/clothing cheaply and 
great for those who have accumulated too much gear 
over the years to make room for more by donating it to 

the OTMC auction.   
 

Bring your unwanted good quality 
tramping related items any Thurs-
day night to the club rooms and 
hand to either Tony or Debbie.     
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Shotover Saddle 
2/3 March 2013 

Our group of seven slept on Friday night at the DOC shelter in the West Matukituki 
Valley.  We set off up the valley hoping the predicted rain would hold off.  Chris 
and Kathy continued west towards Aspiring Hut, while the rest of the party headed 
uphill on the marked route to The Shotover Saddle at 1554m. 
The sky was grey with occasional rain, just enough to make us put on our jackets 
and want to take them off five minutes later.  The route goes up and up without res-
pite, the reward being the ever improving views.  Water was scarce and no one was 
game to drink from a few small ponds we passed, the dry weather caused the sur-
rounding mud to dry and crack.  As we ascended the rain and the route poles 
ceased.  We found a couple of places where people must have had plenty of time on 
their hands as there were two low rock walls built in likely camping areas. 
The five of us gained the saddle about 2:30pm and took in the wide views of both 
branches of The Matukituki Valley and mountains  too numerous to name including 
Aspiring.  Our initial plan had been to camp at a larger tarn at the head of the 
Shotover Valley just off the Saddle, but the water in the tarn did not look good 
enough to drink.  We decided to camp back towards the Matukituki just below the 
saddle near a small pond which had cleaner water, this proved an ideal and shel-
tered spot.  It is surprising just how close the catchments for Lakes Wanaka and 
Wakatipu are. 
Wayne, Tomas, Moritz and Gordon chose to make a side trip up a rocky ridge lead-
ing in the direction of Mt. Tyndall.  The rocks were a light red for the first half of 

the journey, then grey.  The 
red rock is very similar to 
Fiery Col about 120 km to the 
west and at the same latitude.  
Our route was steep scree in 
places, we arrived at the top of 
the ridge (1858m) and pro-
ceeded to take many photos.  
The drop of from the ridge into 
the Shotover was impressively 
jagged, we had extensive 
views into the very long 

Shotover Valley and The Isobel Glacier.   
As we enjoyed our efforts two figures approached from the direction we had come, 
Chris and Kathy had said they might come up to the Saddle if they felt fit.  The two 
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kept coming rapidly up the rocky ridge and joined us at the top.  These day walkers 
from the car park were Orgui & Christina from Barcelona and Argentina. It is a 
shame Vicent our Spanish speaker was not with us, but we managed to have a 
good conversation with the visitors. 
It was time to return to our campsite and put the tents up, it was after five by this 
time and we stressed the need to get to the valley floor before dark to Orgui & 
Christina. 
Chris and Kathy arrived in time to cook their dinner and be entertained by two so-
ciable but well behaved Kea grooming themselves on nearby rocks. 
Sunday dawned cool, with wisps of cloud surrounding us and what looked like a 
cauldron of steam spilling from a glacier filed cirque further up the valley filling 

the valley below with 
cloud. 
The descent was une-
ventful, with a photo 
stop for our Spanish 
member Vicent to pose 
with some particularly 
large Spaniard plants.  
As we got lower the hot-
ter and more intense the 
sun became. 
Wayne, Tomas and Gor-
don elected to take a side 

trip to the Rob Roy Glacier, while the rest returned to the car park.  We met Orgui 
& Christina on the Rob Roy bridge, they had got back to the valley floor about 
dusk and the car park by 10pm. 
Many thanks to Wayne for arranging the trip, it is certainly an interesting alterna-
tive to heading up the valley. 
Gordon Tocher for Wayne Hodgkinson, Vicent Gasso, Chris Pearson, Kathy 
Woodrow, Tomas Sobek and Moritz Katz 
 

Mt Somers  
Queens Birthday Weekend June 2013 

We left Dunedin at 6pm travelling in two vehicles, tea in Oamaru at a Turkish ke-
bab place then on to Mt Somers township arriving at around 10.30pm. We checked 
into our accommodation, the other van load stayed at the holiday park while we at 
the Stronechrubie Chalet. Bit flash for a tramping weekend but the electric blan-
kets were nice just the same. 
The next day we drove 12km up the road to the car park, met up with Ralph and 
Allan and set off up the hill past the old coal mining site to Woolshed Creek Hut. 
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We claimed our bunk (which as it turned out was very fortunate) then most of the group 
headed off up Morgans creek. Peter, Greg and I headed off to Pinnacles Hutt another 
two hours away. At Pinnacles Hutt Greg went off in search of a geocache while Peter 
and I had lunch and chatted with a group “couch surfers” staying in Christchurch. We 
had a lesson on “couch surfing” and then were entertained by their attempt at chopping 
a large log of wood with an axe. 
This group of young people were on their way to Woolshed Creek hut and asked us if 
there was room for the seven of them, we told them there was heaps of room as there 
was only the eleven of us there so far.  
So we wandered back to  Woolshed Creek hut and were surprised to find the hut jam 
packed with people, I think there were about thirty people in there and the seven from 
Pinnacles hadn’t arrived yet so they were in for a surprise. They arrived later and 
claimed two spare mattresses for a spot in the kitchen area by the fire. 
The atmosphere was buzzing; we ate dinner then played cards and zilch (a dice game) 

before retiring along with the other thirty 
plus people. It was a rather noisy night 
but very warm and cosy. 
The next day (Sunday) we were off with 
our day packs up to Mt Sommers. We 
walked straight up the ridge line, it was 
very steep but we were helped by the 
very strong gusts of wind on our tail. Af-
ter about an hour and a half of grunting 
up we got to the top then had to navigate 
snow covered rock and tussock to the 
centre point, it was hard going and I was 
trying to walk in other people footsteps 

to make it easier but as they were all 6 foot tall my short legs couldn’t keep up so I had 
to make my own footsteps. We finally arrived at the top; it was extremely windy but 
had awesome views out over the Canterbury Plains to the Port Hills and Banks Peninsu-
la. We ate lunch then picked our way back down via the saddle and a steep descent ... 
that night was much quieter, we almost had the place to ourselves. 
The next day (Monday) we woke to rain, we were expecting snow so no surprises there. 
We took the four wheel drive track back to the car park making it in a quick one hour 
twenty minutes.  
I went into the DOC toilets at the car park to get changed and when I came out it was 
snowing, lovely big flakes, very nice.  After a nice hot drink and something to eat at 
Geraldine we were off home. 
Big thanks to John Kaiser for organising the trip and Greg and Barry the drivers. 
Maria Hamelink for Peter Boeckhout, John Kaiser, Greg Hall, Tina Anderson, Croydon 
Paton, Ralph Harvey, Andrew Pask, Barry Walker, Tomas Sobek  and Alan William-
son. 
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Mid-winter sunrise  
23 June 2013 

“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times” 
Remember the 'worst storm in years' weather forecasts of June?  The forecasters prom-
ised snow, rain, wind, cold – but the Metvuw picture for Sunday 7am didn't look too 
bad.  A small window of clearness between showers!   
Several people were probably put off by Saturday's weather – hail, low cloud – so 
there were only two of us who met at the clubrooms at 7am.  Paul Cunliffe had cycled 
to get there!  Alas no-one with a 4-wheel drive turned up but, hey, a 1250cc Suzuki is 
a brave wee car so we set off hopefully.  High cloud, no rain.  Roads good.  Even the 
Flagstaff road looked promising.  Alas, at about 450m altitude we encountered packed, 
icy snow!  I gingerly tried to go a few metres along but then we met another car, 
stopped and facing us.  The two young men said they were out looking for a cell 
phone!  (At 7am?  At mid-winter?  In snow?) (!!!).  However, they did tell us that the 
road only got icier after that point.  They, and Paul, managed to help me turn my car 
around.  Couldn't park the car there, and the nearest parking spot would have been 
about 3km from the start of the Flagstaff track (ie too far to walk before sunrise), so 
we decided to return to Dunedin.  Viewed a clear horizon from the top of Stuart Street 
– it would have been a good view at Flagstaff if only we could have got there!   
So the day-trip became a Trip That Never Was!  But Paul and I get brownie points for 
trying and I'm sure the sun appreciated our efforts: by the time you read this you will 
have noticed that it is certainly rising earlier than 8.15am!   

Jane Cloete   

OTMC 90th Celebration Reminder 

The OTMC celebrates it’s 90th birthday in August and we’re having a par-
ty to celebrate!   
Join the celebrations with a catch up on Friday 23 August at the Forbury 
Sportsbar & Function Centre.  Saturday will have an open day at the club 
rooms where past and present club members can meet and chat about 
tramping.  It all comes together on the evening of Saturday 24 August with 
a dinner at the Forbury Sportsbar & Function Centre.   On Sunday 25 Au-
gust we’ll head to Ben Rudds for the day trip and picnic.   
If you can’t commit yourself to all of the weekend, then please come for 
part of it.  We’d love to see you! 

Registration forms are available on the OTMC website at  
www.otmc.co.nz 
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CHIEF GUIDE COMMENT 

17-18 August  
OTMC Snow Caving Weekend [I/M] 

Wayne Hodgkinson ph.  473 0950 
Come along on this trip if you think you might ever be likely to be caught 
out above or near the snowline. Snow is your friend for accommodation! 
Better than a non-existent tent, a snow cave can save you from misery or 
even death. This is just like a tramping weekend, except it leaves at 7 AM 
on Saturday, accommodation is free, and there’s not too much tramping 
and much more digging. Everyone should sleep under water once in their 
life!  
 

7-8 September 
Leaning Lodge (Rock and Pillars) [M-C] 

Wayne Hodgkinson ph. 473 0950 
The Rock & Pillar Range is a great place to visit and is just over an hour’s 
drive from Dunedin, with a landscape dominated by impressive Rocks and 
mighty Pillars. We have all heard how Leaning Lodge has been renovated 
over recent months, an impressive job run by the Leaning Lodge Trust. 
This is your first chance to take part in a club trip to the completed hut for 
an overnight stay, a bargain at $10. 
In winter there is usually a good covering of snow to add to this exciting 
landscape.  After a steady climb of 3 hours or so we can leave most of our 
gear at Leaning Lodge, from which we can explore the area. The gently 
rolling summit ridge provides an ideal area for winter tramping, snow 
shoeing, or Cross Country skiing. (Snowshoes can be hired from R & R 
Sports for $10 a weekend). If some are interested, we could do a basic 
snowcraft exercise with ice axe and maybe crampons, in some of the many 
gulley's nearby. These can be hired from the club on the Thursday night. 
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The tops can get windy, and sometimes icy. 
We can also visit Big Hut, and should be able to arrange a round trip by 
leaving vehicles at both carparks. 
Private car transport, at $15 each, leaving clubrooms Saturday morning 
8:00am.  Phone me if you want to discuss anything, otherwise sign the 
sheet in the clubrooms! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

4 August  
Rongomai Ridge/Phillip Cox Memorial Hut [M/F] 

David Barnes  ph. 454 4492 
This is a chance to explore or re-discover a great but infrequently-used 
route into the heart of the Silver Peaks. The trip starts at Evansdale Glen 
and follows Careys Creek before ascending Rongomai Ridge to join the 
Mountain Road.  From there, it's a short walk to the top of the Tunnels 
Track. A sharp descent to the Waikouaiti River is followed by a sharp as-
cent to Philip J Cox Hut. We'll have lunch at thehut, then retrace our steps 
to the cars, with the possibility of Honeycomb Ridge as an alternative to 
Rongomai.    
 

11 August  
Pyramids [E] 

Steph McLaughlin ph. 481 7116 
Leaving the club rooms at 9am, we will head out towards Portobello on the 
peninsula, before turning off to Hoopers Inlet and then on to the Pyramids.  
The Pyramids are what is left of a feeding pipe from the Dunedin Volcano 
over 12 million years ago.  There is a short but steep climb up one of the 
Pyramids and the views on a nice day are worth the effort.  Back down and 
a stroll around Okia Reserve and along Victory Beach where we may see 
some sea lions and possibly penguins.  
  

(Continued on page 11) 
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22 August 
Green Ridge in Period Costume [M] 

Antony Hamel ph. 453 5240  
Join us for a nice walk on Flagstaff to meet up with all the visitors in town 
for the 90th Reunion. This will include a picnic at the Club’s ancestral 
home at Ben Rudd’s hut site. While picnickers might come along later, 
trampers should meet at the OTMC rooms at 9am for a walk there via the 
Spiers Road track. This should be a good chance to catch up with a bit of 
OTMC history  
 

25 August  
90th Anniversary Walk—Ben Rudd Property [E] 

Richard Pettinger ph. 487 9488 
Join us for a nice walk on Flagstaff to meet up with all the visitors in town 
for the 90th Reunion. This will include a picnic at the Club’s ancestral 
home at Ben Rudd’s hut site. While picnickers might come along later, 
trampers should meet at the OTMC rooms at 9am for a walk there via the 
Spiers Road track. This should be a good chance to catch up with a bit of 
OTMC history  
 

1 September 
Track Clearance Workparty [E] 

Jane Cloete  ph. 467 2328 
Lets give something back to the community and clear up a couple of 
tracks!  Two that need trimming are the Sanitorium track off the Whare Flat 
road and the Skyline Track off Sullivan's dam. There are probably others 
that you know of.  Perhaps we could have 2 or 3 parties going out for the 
day onto different tracks.  Bring secateurs, loppers, pruning saws – whatev-
er your favourite weapon is – and we'll go on the attack! Gloves would be a 
good idea too! Not cancelled if raining. Contact Jane Cloete 467-2328.  
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1 August 
John & Robyn Armstrong have been OTMC members since the 
1960’s.  They will be telling us of their adventures sailing to 
Dusky Sound and their experiences in this beautiful part of our 
country.   

8 August 
John Cocks climbed in the Himalayas last year and he’ll be shar-
ing with us his experiences. This talk was postponed from June.     

15 August 
Photo competition winner from last time and former president of 
the Photographic Society Peter George is judge for this years 
OTMC Photo competition.  He will be showing the winning photos  
that will be entered into the FMC photo competition.   

22 August 
Annual General Meeting 

This is the 90th AGM for the OTMC.  Come along and have 
your say plus we will be voting in a new committee.  This is 
an important date on the OTMC calendar and is the begin-
ning of the OTMC 90th Celebration weekend.     

29 August 
The club has some movies of the OTMC in the 1940/50’s.  This 
carries on from our 90th celebration and will be interesting to 
see how things have changed over the years.   

Visit us on the Internet at: www.otmc.co.nz 

Any ideas, and contact names in particular, are welcome for the Thursday evening 
activities.  If you can help please contact Tony Timperley (phone 473 7257, email to-
nytimps@xtra.co.nz) or Debbie Pettinger (phone 473 7924, email debsnz@ihug.co.nz) 
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5 September 
Rebecca has recently completed a University study on socks.  Why 
socks you might ask?  As trampers you will know what a sock can 
mean to the enjoyment of your tramping trip.  Come along and find 
out all you every wanted to know and more about socks. 


