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The OTMC meets socially at 3 Young Street  
every Thursday—doors open at 7.30pm,  

programme begins at 8.00pm. 

Newsletter of the Otago Tramping 
and Mountaineering Club (Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1120, Dunedin. 
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Committee Members 2012/13 

 President Antony Pettinger 473 7924 
 Vice President Richard Forbes 453 1327 
 Secretary Peter Stevenson  454 4148 
 Treasurer Tina Anderson  
 Chief Guide/Transport Antony Pettinger 473 7924 
 Membership Secretary Richard Forbes 453 1327 
 Bulletin Editor Debbie Pettinger 473 7924 
 Ben Rudds / Gear Hire Sam Patrick  
 Clubrooms / Gear Hire Gene Dyett 455 7465 
 Daytrip Convenor Wayne Hodgkinson  473 0950 
 Website/Bushcraft Director Antony Pettinger 473 7924 
 Social Convener Tony Timperley 473 7257 
 Social Convener Debbie Pettinger 473 7924 
 Conservation/Advocacy David Barnes 454 4492 
 SAR Rep / Committee Ross Hunt  
  Clubrooms Maintenance  Andrew Pask 453 5719 

Visit us on the Internet at: www.otmc.co.nz 

Club members outside Green (Peak) Hut, 1987 
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90 years – what a great achievement, although during my 
membership there was never any doubt it would happen – although 
the club changes, it has always been strong and has gone a long way  
from being ‘just a tramping club’. This month we are celebrating our 
90th Anniversary – a lot has changed since the first trip up the 
original Pineapple Track from Ross Creek to Flagstaff in September 
1923. Essentially, though we are still fulfilling the very reason the 
club was formed – tramping.  
The 90th Anniversary Celebrations will be focussing on the full 
history of the club, so I’m going to reflect on the past decade as 
most of the current members fall into this timespan. The committee 
has been pretty stable in this time, even though the faces have 
almost completely changed since 2004. There have been 110 
committee meetings in this time, and only one or two have been 
controversial – in my role as President I have been lucky to chair 
committee’s that have generally agreed easily on the myriad of 
topics that come our way. Maybe an indication of how the club 
perceives the committee’s effectiveness is how low-key the AGM’s 
have become. I can well remember both AGM’s and committee 
meetings in the 1980’s being time consuming affairs – I tried to drag 
one recent AGM out to see if we could get to 40 minutes (I think we 
got to 37!). The club has been lucky to have a dedicated committee 
working for the benefit of all members – sometimes in the 
background, but not unnoticed. 
There have been plenty of great trips over the last 10 years (although 
all trips are great – sometimes it is just getting away that is special). 
Ones that I particularly enjoyed include Tiel Creek 2003, 
Lochnagar / Cascade 2005, Domett / Grayson 2006, Routeburn in a 
Day 2007, Milford and Pigeon Island 2008, Five Passes 2010, 
Cascade Saddle 2012 and Tiel Creek (in reverse) earlier this year. 
For me, these trips all had something different – a big one for me is 
the people I tramped with – this is one of the most important aspects 
of the club. As well as fulfilling a tramping need, the OTMC is also 
a great social club. I’m sure there are members who go along to club 
nights just because that is what you do on Thursdays – it certainly is 
for me, because I have done so since my teenage years. I may put 
more thought into what trips I go on now (in my early days we just 
signed every list), but I don’t look to see what is on at club, I just go. 
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Unfortunately, there will be events we wish didn’t happen – the worst time 
was when we lost Trevor Mason in Whare Creek in 2008. The days and 
weeks that followed were a low point for me as President, but at the same 
time I was truly impressed at how the club rallied around those involved in 
the tragedy and supported Trevor’s family and friends.  
I have a strong passion for the club’s Bushcraft activities. I do believe it is a 
role that the club should always continue with for two reasons. The first is 
that I believe that tramping clubs do have a role in promoting outdoor safety 
skills to the public. The second is that without the Bushcraft course each 
year the OTMC would now be struggling as a club – we do get a new influx 
of enthusiastic members each time that keeps the rest of us going. 
At the end of the day, the club is about the members, and this is seen in the 
response we have had for the upcoming 90th celebrations – the weekend will 
provide a great opportunity for members from different generations to meet 
and discuss everything the OTMC has achieved.  
The OTMC will be thinking about two Life Members who have not been 
well of late. Marie McDonald has had another recent setback following a 
minor illness earlier this year and may not make it to the 90th as planned. I 
visited Marie in March and we discussed her coming down – along with 
many other tramping stories. Marie, the whole OTMC are thinking of you at 
this time, and wish you a speedy recovery. 
Bruce Moore, Life Member is also unable to join the celebrations due to his 
health. One of the main reasons we are holding the 90th celebrations came 
from a discussion at a club meeting a couple of years with both Bruce Moore 
and Ron Keen – they expressed their desire to hold a celebration for the 
90th. The club regrets that Bruce will be unable to attend but we are also 
thinking of you. Both Marie and Bruce have been members since the early to 
mid-1950’s and have played an important role in shaping our club. 
Finally, welcome to all past members who are joining us in Dunedin to 
celebrate 90 years of the OTC / OTMC – I’m sure it will be a memorable 
weekend, even if it is just a warm up for the centenary! My thanks go to 
Henriette Rawlings who has led the organising committee for the weekend, 
as well as the past and present members who have assisted. I would also like 
to acknowledge the contribution made by successive committee’s I have 
been involved in – all in all it has been enjoyable, and I am honoured to have 
served the OTMC. 
 

Antony Pettinger 
President/Chief Guide 
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26 September  

We need items to sell at the OTMC Auction! 
Clear out your tramping cupboard/garage and donate any/all  

unwanted tramping related items to the OTMC to sell in the auction. 
 

Come along to the club rooms on 26 September and restock your  
tramping cupboard! 

 
A great way for new trampers to purchase gear/clothing cheaply and 

great for those who have accumulated too much gear over the years to 
make room for more by donating it to the OTMC auction.   

 
Bring your unwanted good quality tramping related items 
any Thursday night to the club rooms and hand to either 

Tony or Debbie.     

 

 

Subs are still due with almost 120 paid up so far and still over 80 to go, 
please keep them coming in and remember to send me your completed green 
form so that I know your details on the club database are correct. If you are 
paying by e-banking please have your name and "subs" as a reference so that 
I know what you are paying for. 
Members joined last month 
Katie Blakemore 
Members resigned last month 
Kim Briggs, Chris Dzikiewicz, Jeremy Thomas 

Richard Forbes 
Membership Secretary 
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Musings from an ‘understanding wife’ 
“What an understanding wife you are” was one of the first comments I heard 
one Friday night when the newest member of the club at the time, namely my 
40 something year old husband (here on in referred to as ‘Him Outdoors”) was 
taken away for a weekend. I smiled knowingly and said, ‘It’s great he’s found a 
new hobby, and it’s one that keeps him fit and trim, what wife would complain 
about that?’  In all honestly I pondered the conversation as Him Outdoors 
waved a cheery goodbye, and I begun to consider the small, yet significant 
changes to our family life style since Him Outdoors found a passion for tramp-
ing.  Never again will a wander around the shops be the same .... the clothes 
shops and shoe shops no longer rate as we search the town for any shop that is 
likely to sell tramping equipment which, I am assured, contain must have items.    
Like all new projects, Him Outdoors took to this one with gusto, and as a result 
has given the Visa a good workout .... no more need be said on that!  Possibly 
the most interesting purchase was the dehydrator ... more of that later. “Mum’s 
garage” has been quietly hijacked as tramping equipment magically appears on 
the shelves, equipment that is apparently highly essential for the comfort of the 
tramper. 
Training is apparently essential for the tramper, so Him Outdoors very early on 
set himself a fitness regime, the dog has never been so excited in her life.  
Tramps up and around the hills of Dunedin on a Saturday morning.  Wet and 
cold weather slowed Him Outdoors down a bit until, through the magical world 
of Trade Me, a second hand treadmill was acquired. This too has appeared in 
“Mum’s garage” and is used religiously every night after work. Preparation for 
the tramp is definitely the most interesting few days we experience in our 
house.  Him Outdoors disappears at any given opportunity to pack, re pack, 
weigh, re pack, re weigh and re pack the pack, final weigh in is announced with 
pride.   The dehydrator cranks into action and for many days interesting smells 
waft through the house as anything that can possibly be dehydrated is dehydrat-
ed.  Test runs are sampled by the entire household and packed away ready for 
the departure date. Ask Him Outdoors next time you see him about his experi-
ment with the mince chili recipe, even the dog struggled on that tasting session 
and she’s a Labrador!  I swear if Him Outdoors could find a way, alcohol would 
go into that dehydrator too!  
And so the departure day arrives .... pack is packed, tick list double checked, 
pack weighed again for good measure and he’s off.  The kids and I wave with a 
smile as he backs down the drive and ponder what we will do while he’s away.  
An understanding wife I hear you say? Possibly.         Penelope Pask 
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When I’m flying, I love trying to pick landmarks. And it’s a lot more fun, and 
challenging, when there’s only an occasional break in the clouds. Making landfall 
on the West Coast recently, the prominent valley I could see had me guessing, 
until another gap in the clouds revealed an obvious Martin’s Bay to the north. My 
valley was clearly the Kaipo. Through the next gap, I spied McKerrow Island, at 
the head of Lake McKerrow. Then I was crossing Park Pass. But what was the ice-
covered lake to the north? Must be Lake Unknown. But Lake Unknown’s not that 
close to the pass. On the other hand, there’s no other lake up there – is there? Then 
Lake Unknown, ice-free and obvious, revealed itself.  
From the Dart to Dunedin, the skies were clear, the views were spectacular, but 
the game wasn’t as much fun. Too easy. But the lake continued to bug me. Check-
ing the topo map when I got home confirmed that there was no other lake there – 
but I’d definitely seen a lake. Then I checked the aerial photos, and there it was – 
a 700 metre long, ice covered lake at the tongue of the Park Pass Glacier. It defi-
nitely wasn’t there last time I was. Mystery solved, but clearly that’s another of 
our glaciers whose days are numbered. Still not convinced about climate change  

David Barnes 
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A Winter Waitutu Wander 
I’ve been making the pilgrimage to the Waitutu forests pretty frequently since fall-
ing in love with the place over 30 years ago. So when Wellington photographer 
Shaun Barnett mooted it as a destination for a mid-winter wander, I didn’t have to 
think twice.  
Airline delays meant it was after 2pm when we laced up our boots at Rarakau and 
hit the track. Cloud cloaked the Hump Ridge and vindicated the decision to first 
head along the coast rather than to the tops. Light rain was just enough to warrant 
parkas, and a full tide kept us off the beach and on the old road formation. It seems 
hard to believe that we’d taken a bus along here on a club trip in 1983. 
The damp conditions gave the forest south of the Track Burn a particularly prime-
val feel. Soon we emerged onto Blowhole Beach – by now, sans parkas – where 
calm conditions put lie to the name. From O Hoka (or Breakneck) Stream, we re-
turned to the bush. It seems that the beach route is only useable at dead low tide 
these days. However, the track upgrades in recent years mean that the inland route 
is no longer the slow muddy plod that it once was. By 6pm, we had our head torch-
es on, arriving at Port Craig Hut after 7pm. Some hunters had a welcome fire roar-
ing.  
Being in the southwest corner of the island means a late sunrise, so when you’re 
tramping with a photographer, that means a sleep in is allowed. We were still down 
at the port well before the sun, and enjoyed a leisurely potter around the ruins be-
fore returning to the hut for a late breakfast. A quick stroll along the tram track 
brought us to the Percy Burn viaduct. Despite the restoration done in the 90s, the 
council now seems to foresee an imminent collapse and has ordered the erection of 
barriers at each end. I think that if it does collapse (which is by no means certain) 
the odds of someone actually being there at the time are slim. However, let’s just 
say that the barriers are not insurmountable to the agile and determined. 
After lunch at one of my favourite huts, we popped down to the Percy Burn mouth 
and one of my favourite beaches. Then it was back to the tram track for the stretch 
to Wairaurahiri Hut. Once again, hunters had a welcome fire roaring. However, we 
had more to do before we could enjoy it, so grabbed the cameras and crossed the 
Wairaurahiri River on the possum-proof bridge, then strolled down past Waitutu 
Lodge to the river mouth. In the gathering dusk, the Puysegur Point light, some 
50km away, was visible. Head torches were de rigeur again for the last leg back to 
the hut. 
An early start was planned for day 3, so the first hour retracing our steps along the 
tram track was in the dark. At the Edwin Burn, we turned left and headed up the 
Hump Ridge Track. I’m not sure why the track operators prefer an anti-clockwise 



Page 8 

 

 

loo, as this approach gives a considerably more benign ascent. Two and a half 
hours took us to Luncheon Rock, where a shelter built since my last visit made a 
welcome lunch stop. From here, the climb is more gradual, but the track is fre-
quently in scrub rather than forest so was much more exposed to the biting wester-
ly that had arisen.  
Okaka Hut was reached just after 3pm. After a brew, we rugged up and headed for 
the spectacular tors and tarns above us. The light was a photographer’s dream, and 
it was quite some time before we could drag ourselves back to the hut. The ther-
mometer told us it was 3.1oC both inside and outside.  
On Sunday morning, a decision had to be made whether to take the tops route to 
join the Teal Bay track (always my first choice), or drop down the other leg of the 
Hump Ridge Track. Biting wind, ominous clouds and Shaun’s statement that he’d 
definitely be coming back meant that the easier option prevailed. At the first bridge 
over Pipi Tuaraki (or Flat) Stream, a pot on a rope turns the gorged stream into a 
well – a great idea. Another lunch shelter has been built here, but we carried on to 
join the coastal track before dining. Returning to Bluecliffs Beach, we were able to 
walk on the sand rather than the old road as we brought a magnificent trip to a 
close. 

David Barnes 
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Cloud (or more accurately, “Snow Flattened”) Forest. 
   30th June 

There were just three of us, Paul, Tanya and Tony who set out at 9.30 on a fine, calm 
day from Sullivan’s Dam to climb up through the Cloud Forest. As other OTMC mem-
bers had obviously wimped out, we used the first letters of our names – PTT – as an 
acronym for “Phenomenally Tough Trio”, a title which by the end of the day we felt we 
fully deserved! 
Perhaps we should have taken heed of the DCC warning notice at the start of the track, 
which states that this track is for “experienced rappers only”; but being the PTT, we just 
laughed it off as we began tramping up the board walked section that is a feature of the 
first section. In parts, we had to push our way through undergrowth which had spread 
over the boardwalk and we commented that this would be a good project for Jane Cloe-
te’s track clearing day on 1st September. But little did we know that this was merely a 
warm-up for what was to come! 
As we climbed towards the transmission-line clearing we found that we frequently had 
to clamber over or around bushes that were leaning over the track. We realized that this 
was a result of the weight of the heavy snow that had fallen ten days earlier which had 
bent these bushes to such an extent that some of them blocked the track. But these were 
mere bushes! 
We emerged from the first Cloud Forest section to be treated to beautiful views north 
up the coast and to the Silver Peaks, which we absorbed whilst we also absorbed our 
morning drinks and nibbles. Before heading into the second section of the forest, Tony 
reassured Tanya and Paul that the going would be much easier as the trees were much 
bigger therefore would be much less affected by the weight of the snow. How wrong he 
was! 
Within a few metres of entering the forest we found the way blocked by a tree which 
fallen across the track. Undeterred by this barrier, Paul crashed his way around this ob-
stacle, brushing aside the clinging tentacles of bush-lawyer. Hoping that this was just a 
one-off, Tanya and Tony followed, but the further we went into the forest the more fall-
en branches and tree-trunks blocked the track. We got into a rhythm of over and under 
(Yes, we had to crawl on our stomachs to get under some obstacles!) or round about as 
we proceeded slowly upwards towards the rocky ledge lookout. 
At this point, you may be wondering why we carried on and didn’t turn back. We could 
say that we are the types who never give up; but to be honest, at the stage when we 
wondered whether to turn back or not, it would have been just as hard to battle our way 
back what we’d been through, as it would be to carry on. So, there was no alternative 
but “onward and upward!” And besides, Paul seemed an expert at overcoming these 
mere obstacles. 
When we finally reached the rocky ledge lookout we were again rewarded by wonder-
ful views, this time also to the west, with the snow-capped Rock and Pillar Range just 
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visible. This sunny, sheltered ledge was ideal for our much needed lunch stop, where 
we reflected on the large amount of tree damage that a heavy snow dump could do. 
Tony again tried to reassure his two companions that the next section, which goes 
through a pine forest with little or no undergrowth, would be much easier than what 
had gone before. He also informed them that only three weeks earlier, a group of el-
derly trampers (of which Tony is a member) had cleared and marked the track from 
the rocky ledge lookout to Cowan Road. So, from here on it would be a doddle, a walk 
in the park – yeah, right! 
Initially, Tony’s optimism seemed well founded as he proudly pointed out twigs he 
had personally clipped back and fluorescent ribbons he had tied to mark the way. But 
this optimism was short-lived as we were soon confronted by another horizontal tree; 
and once we were over this there was the additional obstacle of thigh-high snow. The 
marker ribbons helped us keep on track, however, although we had to keep a sharp eye 
out for them after each deviation around a fallen tree. Once in the pine forest proper 
the going was also easier as we did not have to push our way through undergrowth. 
Nevertheless, it was still 2.30pm when we emerged onto the top end of Cowan Road. 
This was 90 mins  later than the original estimated time, so we decided against a side-
trip up Mt Cargill and set off down Cowan Rd  - which was a doddle! 
After what we had just endured, we luxuriated in the pleasure of strolling down a 
gravel road with expansive views to the south coast and the northern hills. At Mur-
phy’s farm we turned onto a muddy farm track and headed north. Even though we 
were quite high up on the open hillsides, it was from here that the constant “rumble” 
of the Northern Motorway accompanied us for the rest of our journey. 
As we were strolling across pleasant open pastures, we espied two men unsuccessfully 
trying to pull a trailer out of a steep steam bed to attach it to their ute. Being the good 
citizens that we are, the PTT leapt to their aid and within minutes we had the trailer 
attached to their ute’s towbar. One of the men was Geoff Adams, who had given us 
permission to cross his land, so we were pleased that we were able to help him out. 
So, suffused with the pleasant glow of having done our good deed for the day, with 
the music of the motorway playing in our ears and the scratches of bush-lawyer a dis-
tant memory, the PTT returned to Sullivan’s Dam at exactly 4pm to complete the full 
circle. It was not quite the tramping experience I (Tony) had planned: it had taken 
61/2 hrs instead of just 5 – and that was without going up Mt Cargill. Nevertheless, it 
was an education on what damage a heavy snow dump can do to forests.  

  
Tony Timperley for, and with thanks to, Paul Cunliffe and Tanya Low 

(Continued from page 9) 
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CHIEF GUIDE COMMENT 

As it is the time the OTMC is looking back, it is interesting to consider 
how our weekend tramping programme has changed over recent years. Or 
has it?  On the whole, our trips don’t appear to have changed much since 
my current term started in 1999, or indeed since my first year as Chief 
Guide in 1987. Our destinations have varied a little, but we are still tramp-
ing in a lot of the same areas – this is because we are so lucky to have so 
much great tramping country readily available. 
I have thought a lot about the changes over the past 25 years – I believe it 
is true that we have seen the greatest change in membership demographics 
over this period than any other time in the club’s history. I can’t see the 
current club doing trips like the Routeburn / Rockburn over Queen’s Birth-
day, or the North / South Temple crossing (with a snow camp) in Septem-
ber. The Winter Routeburn trip in the 1980’s was always used by some as 
an attempt on either 6274 (now Mt. Xenicous) or Erebus – complete with 
camping in the ‘Valley Of The Trolls’. I think this demonstrates the im-
portance of how the club has adapted to suit the current membership. I’ve 
written more than once about a ‘no tracks, no huts’ ethos, but I know this is 
not what everyone wants. I believe the current role of clubs needs to be the 
next step beyond the Great Walks and major tracks. Club’s offer confi-
dence and companionship that allows people to enjoy trips they would not 
normally consider on their own. Indeed, some of my favourite moments on 
some of the tougher club trips has been to see the satisfaction on people’s 
faces when they have realised they can do it! 
The biggest challenge for me over my time as Chief Guide has been to pro-
vide a varied and diverse trip programme. I know we go to the same areas 
time after time, but I have always tried to add something different to the 
trips. Even areas we go to regularly hoften have something different to of-
fer, like Tiel Creek at Makarora or the Hidden Lakes beyond Brod Bay. 
For many, myself included, it doesn’t matter how many times you go to an 
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area – your companions may differ, you may have better (or worse) weath-
er or it may just be a different time of year – it is still great to be in the hills 
and mountains. 
As we enter our 10th decade, I hope the OTMC continues to follow in the 
footsteps of our past and remain a vibrant multi-day tramping club. I am 
proud to have nominated Wayne Hodgkinson as the club’s incoming Chief 
Guide – I am heartened that we both share the same outlook on tramping, 
and look forward to receiving the new trip card – after compiling 40 odd 
trip cards on and off over the past 25 years it will be a nice surprise. I 
would like to personally thank all those who have led weekend trips and 
parties for me over the years – without you this club would not operate as 
successfully it does. 
 

Antony Pettinger, 
Chief Guide 

 
7-8 September 

Leaning Lodge (Rock and Pillars) [M-C] 
Wayne Hodgkinson ph. 473 0950 

The Rock & Pillar Range is a great place to visit and is just over an hour’s 
drive from Dunedin, with a landscape dominated by impressive Rocks and 
mighty Pillars. We have all heard how Leaning Lodge has been renovated 
over recent months, an impressive job run by the Leaning Lodge Trust. 
This is your first chance to take part in a club trip to the completed hut for 
an overnight stay, a bargain at $10. 
In winter there is usually a good covering of snow to add to this exciting 
landscape.  After a steady climb of 3 hours or so we can leave most of our 
gear at Leaning Lodge, from which we can explore the area. The gently 
rolling summit ridge provides an ideal area for winter tramping, snow 
shoeing, or Cross Country skiing. (Snowshoes can be hired from R & R 
Sports for $10 a weekend). If some are interested, we could do a basic 
snowcraft exercise with ice axe and maybe crampons, in some of the many 
gulley's nearby. These can be hired from the club on the Thursday night. 
The tops can get windy, and sometimes icy. 
We can also visit Big Hut, and should be able to arrange a round trip by 
leaving vehicles at both carparks. 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Private car transport, at $15 each, leaving clubrooms Saturday morning 
8:00am.  Phone me if you want to discuss anything, otherwise sign the 
sheet in the clubrooms! 

21-22 September 
West Matukituki Valley [All] 
Richard Forbes ph. 453 1327 

We will base ourselves at Aspiring Hut which is a  easy two hour walk 
from the road end at Raspberry Creek. From the hut (which is NZAC) there 
are many options for a day walk. Options for great views include the Cas-
cade saddle track, Liverpool Hut and French Ridge Hut. It will depend on 
snow as to how high we can go but even at the bush line the views are spec-
tacular. The head of the valley if you want to stay low can be reached in a 
day. The Rob Roy Glacier can also be visited on the way out on Sun-
day. Aspiring Hut is not covered by DoC tickets or hut passes and costs $20 
per night for non Alpine Club members. 
Trip list closes 12th September 
 

5-6 October 
Cycle the Clutha Gold Trail [Cycle] 

(includes an option for some easy walking for those who 
don’t want to cycle) 

Jane Cloete ph. 467 2328 
Cycle the Clutha Gold trail (or at least the parts that are finished!) Grade 
easy: the very few steep bits are very short!  Approx $60 for transport plus 
motor-camp costs.  80-100km over two days.   
Leave the clubrooms 8am SATURDAY.  
Cars + bikes to Lawrence – leave at least one car there.  (Walkers - side trip 
to Weatherstones.)  Drive on to Millers Flat – book in at Motor camp 
(cabins or tents). Cycle to Lawrence, collect cars and drive back to Millers 
Flat.   Sunday: Cars + bikes to Roxburgh Hydro (or Alexandra?) cycle back 
to Millers Flat. Collect other car before returning to Dunedin! Note that we 
will need cars that can carry 2-3 bikes each.  Or does someone have a large 
trailer?   
Walking Options: (Grade easy) Saturday: Gabriel's Gully or Weatherstones. 
Daffodils galore! ($5 donation at Weatherstones towards the upkeep of the 
track).  Sunday – try out some of the Roxburgh tracks – Grovers Hill and/or 
the Commissioners Track and/or the riverside walk.  
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1 September 

Track Clearance Workparty [E] 
Jane Cloete  ph. 467 2328 

Lets give something back to the community and clear up a couple of 
tracks!  Two that need trimming are the Sanitorium track off the Whare Flat 
road and the Skyline Track off Sullivan's dam. There are probably others that 
you know of.  Perhaps we could have 2 or 3 parties going out for the day on-
to different tracks.  Bring secateurs, loppers, pruning saws – whatever your 
favourite weapon is – and we'll go on the attack! Gloves would be a good 
idea too! Not cancelled if raining. Contact Jane Cloete 467-2328.  
 

8 September 
Burns Saddle/Greengauge/Swampy Loop [M/F] 

David Barnes ph. 474 4492  
The ideal spring day trip to get your mind & body lined up for an active sum-
mer, this is a longish round trip (after a short drive). The plan is to start at the 
top of the Northern Motorway and go along the Burns Saddle track to join 
Green Ridge. Just short of the Green Hut site, we'll take the obscure 
Greengauge Spur route, plunging toward a crossing in the upper reaches of 
the Silver Stream before climbing to and up Raingauge Spur. Then we amble 
across Swampy before dropping down the Leith Saddle track to the cars. 
There's some sustained ups and downs, so the trip usually takes some 7-8 
hours, but recent snow damage to tracks could possibly make it even longer 
this year.  

15 September 
Orbell’s Cave [M] 

Tony Timperley ph. 473 7257 
This walk is inland from Waikouaiti, traversing hilly pastures with a steep 
descent and a long ascent (remember the old tramping adage – what goes 
down, must come back up again). We drive to Mcgrath Rd, just before Wai-
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kouaiti, and head inland via Buckland’s Crossing and take a long drive 
down Blucher Road to where it becomes Lamb Hill Road. 
The tramp begins from the stockyards and follows a 4-wheel drive track 
(still called Blucher Road) before descending steeply to Three O’clock 
Stream. We then go down stream until we reach Orbell’s Creek and climb 
up to the cave, which is on the true left of the creek. After lunch in the 
cave, we will re-cross the creek, climb up to the ridge and head back to 
Blucher Road.   Carpool cost $15. 
 

22 September 
Mystery Destination [E/M] 
Peter Loeber ph. 477 4895 

This day trip is going to complete the Millenium Track that was started by Alan 
Thomson in July.  Starting at the Henley end of the Millenium Track, we will 
walk along to John Bull Gully, which is as far as Alan’s trip went a couple of 
months ago.  After having lunch we will retrace our steps back to Taieri Ferry 
Road near Henley while enjoying views of the Taieri River along the way.  Car 
pooling from the club rooms at 9am. 
 

29 September 
Peninsula Cycle Trip [Cycle] 
Chris Pearson ph. 455 4673 

Starting at the club rooms, we will complete the Peninsula circuit taking 
the time to enjoy the views of the Otago Harbour  which can best be appre-
ciated on a bicycle.  Leaving the club rooms at 9am on our cycles.   

 
6 October 

Graham’s Bush/Bethunes Gully [M] 
Fieke Neuman ph. 473 7535 

Meet at clubrooms 9am. Drive to Bethunes Gully and leave some transport 
at that end before heading over to Sawyers Bay to start walking from the 
Grahams Bush end. Walking up the hill to Mt Cargill we pass through a 
magnificent stand of tree ferns, experience the Organ Pipes, and if the 
weather is good, see great views over the city and Peninsula. Lunch is like-
ly to be at Buttars Peak before we head down the side of Mount Cargill to 
finish up at Bethunes Gully. The trip is likely to take about 4 hours. 
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5 September 
Rebecca Van Amber has recently completed a University study 
on socks.  Why socks you might ask?  As trampers you will know 
what a sock can mean to the enjoyment of your tramping trip.  
Come along and find out all you every wanted to know and more 
about socks. 

12 September 
BYO—Bring along photos from any tramping trip you have been 
on recently.  If you’ve been on a day or weekend trip, then you 
must have some photos to show.   
We’d love to see where you have been.    

19 September 
Peter and Leonie Loeber have walked the Heaphy and St. James 
Walkway recently.  See  where they went and what they saw on 
these iconic tracks.   Some great stories to be told of their ad-
ventures.  

26 September 
Auction—note this is a change in date as advertised in last 
months Bulletin.  Any surplus tramping gear you want to donate 
is greatly appreciated or bring a few dollars and restock your 
tramping cupboard.   

 

Visit us on the Internet at: www.otmc.co.nz 

Any ideas, and contact names in particular, are welcome for the Thursday evening 
activities.  If you can help please contact Tony Timperley (phone 473 7257, email to-
nytimps@xtra.co.nz) or Debbie Pettinger (phone 473 7924, email debsnz@ihug.co.nz) 
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