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The OTMC meets socially at 3 Young Street  
every Thursday—doors open at 7.30pm,  

programme begins at 8.00pm. 

Newsletter of the Otago Tramping 
and Mountaineering Club (Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1120, Dunedin. 
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Committee Members 2013/14 

 President Antony Pettinger 473 7924 
 Vice President Richard Forbes 453 1327 
 Secretary Richelle Adams  476 1302 
 Treasurer Tina Anderson  
 Chief Guide/Transport Wayne Hodgkinson  473 0950 
 Membership Secretary Richard Forbes 453 1327 
 Bulletin Editor Debbie Pettinger 473 7924 
 Ben Rudds / Gear Hire Sam Patrick  
 Social Convener/ Gear Hire Gene Dyett 455 7465 
 Social Convener Tony Timperley 473 7257 
  Bulletin Editor Debbie Pettinger 473 7924 
  Daytrip Convenor Alan Thomson 455 7878 
 Website Antony Pettinger 473 7924 
 Conservation/Advocacy David Barnes 454 4492 
 SAR Rep / Bulletin Ross Hunt  
  Clubrooms Maintenance  Andrew Pask 453 5719 

Visit us on the Internet at: www.otmc.co.nz 

Notice of Extraordinary Meeting 
10 October 2013 

Included with this Bulletin is a copy of the  
OTMC financial report. 

 
In accordance with the OTMC constitution, an Extraordi-
nary meeting is called to present the financial report on  

10 October at 3 Young Street, Dunedin  
starting at 8pm.  
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It is with much sadness that the OTMC note the passing of Life 
Member Marie McDonald in early September, 2013. It is especially 
sad as we have just celebrated our 90th Anniversary, an event Marie 
had been looking forward to for some months. When the programme 
of events for the 90th was being put together late last year we knew 
that Marie had to be involved – she has been a club member since 
the early 1950’s, and a Life Member since the early 1970’s. 
Unfortunately, her illness prevented her from attending the 
celebrations. We were honoured to have one of her daughters, 
Marion and son Alistair attend the 90th in her place. 
Marie met her future husband, Gordon McDonald, through the 
tramping club – when a family came along and she couldn’t do the 
same level of trips she had, she looked at how to involve her family 
on trips into the outdoors. Together with Lyall Campbell she formed 
the Family Tramping Group, an official sub-group of the main club. 
The Family Group has been a valuable part of the club history, and 
there are active members in the OTMC today that have come into 
the main club via the Family Group. Now the club has lost both 
Bruce and Lyall Campbell, as well as Marie and Gordon, we have 
lost a real link to what was a vital part of the OTMC. 
Dave and Penny McArthur, Dave Still, Stu Mathieson, along with 
Debbie and myself were able to represent the tramping club at 
Marie’s funeral at Weston – a poignant part for the family and club 
was a guard of honour with ice axes and walking poles as her hearse 
left the chapel. I would like to add my personal admiration for what 
Marie and the Family Group did for the wider club – family group 
trips were my introduction to the OTMC and the outdoors as a kid in 
the 1970’s – although we have tried to get some family trips planned 
in recent years we will never re-create what Marie and Lyall did 
with the Family Group, and for that I and the club are extremely 
grateful. 
The club will be publishing a full obituary in a future Bulletin. 
The 90th Anniversary Celebrations were very successful and have 
shown what an important part of so many people’s lives the OTC 
and OTMC is and has been. While both evening events were 
successful, I have heard from many people that the Friday night 
informal ‘mingle’ night was really great as it was a lot easier to 
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catch up with more people. As a result of this weekend, we now have a lot of 
archival material in digital format – this now allows us to tell our story much 
easier, so keep an eye on the club website and the clubrooms as we make use 
of this material. 
The committee would like to thank everyone involved in the organisation of 
the entire celebrations – I know it was a team effort, but I would like to 
especially thank Henriette Rawlings for steering everyone in the right 
direction. The good news is that it was only a dress rehearsal for the 
centenary in 2023! 
The ‘new’ committee are setting in and have held their first meeting – there 
has been a slight reshuffle of some positions – see the new list of roles in this 
Bulletin.  
As we head into the summer tramping season, I would like to thank all those 
that support the committee in the running of the club – the 90th proved what 
an institution the club has become – this is due to the efforts of many people. 
Here’s to a successful summer tramping programme! 
 

Antony Pettinger 
President/Chief Guide 

 
 
 
 
 

To date 146 people have paid their subs for 2013/14 period.  There are still 
62 to pay. Please let me know if you wish to remain or resign as a member of 
the OTMC.   
 
Membership subscriptions (and trips) can be paid directly to the OTMC bank 
account 03-0903-0452673-00.  Please include your name and reason for 
payment as reference so I know who is paying and email me on 
forbespotter@hotmail.com to let me know of any changes in your address, 
email, etc.   

Richard Forbes 
Membership Secretary 
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90th OTMC Anniversary Edition of Outdoors 
Commemorative DVD  

This special 90th Anniversary Edition of the OTMC Outdoors, being published for 
the first time in ten years, together with an Antony Hamel produced special com-
memorative DVD containing historic film footage, interviews and featuring a rec-
ord of the 90th anniversary, is a must have for all present and former OTMC 
members. 
At over 150 pages and containing; a letter from Club founder Oscar Balk, early 
memories of Club stalwarts, historic trip reports, background about the Club her-
mit, a history of Flagstaff and Club transport alongside tributes to those closely 
associated with the Club, the publication is liberally illustrated with photos includ-
ing an overview with 4 page colour insert of the very successful Club's 90th Anni-
versary weekend celebrations. It also features the history of the Club's last 10 
years written by Club President Antony Pettinger. The Commemorative DVD 
traverses a number of themes including love, lust, obsessions and accidents which 
all featured in the stories that were filmed during the 90th celebrations of the 
OTMC -tramping was occasionally mentioned! From over 15 hours of film and a 
large number of images a 60 minute documentary has emerged. This film will un-
doubtedly reflect the eccentricities of the OTMC's membership and the film's pro-
ducer and should be a treasure to own. 
Together the 90th Anniversary Edition and DVD is specially priced at $15.00 in-
cluding postage. This is something that will be a limited edition print run by pre 
order only and definitely a must for every Club member to have. Both former and 
current members of long standing will testify that editions of Outdoors become 
highly cherished publications on owner's book shelves and are therefore not to be 
missed when published. Be sure to order yours today - final orders close with Club 
Membership Secretary; Richard Forbes by Oct 15th.  
Either by e-mail: otmc90th@gmail.com  
Post: OTMC  
         PO Box 1120  
         Dunedin 
or in person to Richard Forbes at the OTMC clubrooms 3 Young Street 
 cash, cheque or direct credit, please note bank account is different for 90th Cele-
brations, please have your name and publication as a reference 

bank account number 12-3150-0311684-00  
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Spiers Road/Ben Rudd’s 90th Celebration Picnic/Davies Track 
25 Aug 2013 

We knew we could ignore the forecast drops of rain before 9am, so we did. 
Ten keen folk were at the clubrooms, and another two at Spiers Rd, as the 
spots stopped. 
A few had not been on this track before; our only official legal access to the 
Ben Rudd’s property. It is now getting harder to see the white markers and 
the gorse is winning back the open ground. Darwin’s barberry (orange flow-
ers, prickly), is now a bit less obvious further up, which I would like to think 
is due to our annual attacks on it, but some remains. The recent snow dam-
age made it a bit harder to push up beside Ben’s stone wall. But, soon we 
were out in more open ground, and made the summit of Flagstaff in good 
time. Photos by the 50th celebrations plane table were taken by a kind passer-
by who expressed interest in joining the Club. 
Then, we struck out 
across the scenic re-
serve, with Laurie and 
some good keen men 
and women stopping to 
rid our land of pesky 
pine trees now poking 
above the tussock. I was 
delighted with the con-
dition of our land above 
the firebreak, which has 
large areas now virtually 
free of seedling gorse 
and broom. Paul warned 
it’s not all like that, and 
we could see the odd small patch defiantly growing, but I think a little bit of 
work will keep the area looking good for biodiversity and landscape value! 
Well done, Arthur, Teresa, Jonathan Lewis and anyone else. 
A large mob of celebratory picnickers had ambled up to join us at the 
skidsite. I got stuck up the bank overlooking them when our honourable law-
yer pointed a video camera at me and proceeded to ask me questions. I think 
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he was hoping to film me falling down the bank. Four 4WDs then turned 
up; a veritable convoy, containing some of our more venerable 90th guests. 
This was all very jolly, but the jollity was to increase. 
Minutes later, I estimated a hundred people had converged upon the Ben 
Rudd’s site, and were sitting in the warm but weak sun around the shelter 
on broadleaf trunk seats and new-mown lawn. This was a very significant 
gathering in the Club’s story, I thought. I tried to eat my lunch but the said 
lawyer, becoming increasingly less honourable by the minute, prevented 
this, by insisting the occasion be marked by yet more talking. I thought 
we’d had enough of that the night before. But, we did the occasion justice, 
even though I noticed some day trippers, the Barclays, found this an oppor-
tune moment to get on their way home. 
The sun came out fully, to prove that Ben had made a splendid choice of 
location for his home on the hill. It was very nice to be in a sun-trap, and 
also to have connections with Ben himself – Tricia Pope was with us again. 
Her father helped him build his first house there and he was also one of the 
original party building Green Hut. 
People drifted away, and soon it was just the stayers, and we left, pulling 
more broom seedlings out beside the track as we went. We noticed the wa-
ter hole was very full, and I thought it a shame that we had felt we had to 
lug so much water from town in case it was dry! Our day trippers said 
cheerio to those who were being carted back to town, including one of our 
number – very slack, Tracy. Discarding equipment as we went, we located 
the Davies Track and, Laurie having kindly attempted in vain to reunite our 
forgetful friend with her pole, descended to Booth Road. As we entered the 
bush I suddenly thought “Oh no, the snow won’t have spared this one.” I 
dreaded the tangled vegetation up ahead, only to be pleasantly surprised that 
some kind soul(s) had completely cleared the track of snow damage. So, it 
was an opportunity to reminisce as we wandered down this easy and de-
lightful path. Looking back at the last three in the group, hearing their chat-
ter, I was transported back to my earliest tramping days. This was a pretty 
nice moment for me, to hear the long-unheard but familiar voices of Laurie, 
Jan and Judy. I closed my eyes and felt I was back in 1969. Picking myself 
up from my fall, I came abruptly back to the present. So we went home. 

Richard (& Tracy) Pettinger, for Paul Cunliffe, Janet Barclay, Russell 
Barclay, Laurie Kennedy, Mignon Pickwell, Maria Hamelink, Peter Boeck-

hout, Rod Dickson, Judy Knox, Janice O’Callaghan, and about 90 others! 
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My Experience at the OTMC 90th Celebration  
During the weekend of 23/24/25 August, the OTMC celebrated it’s 90th anniversary.  It 
was great to see over 180 people register for the different events planned during the 
weekend and as someone who attended the weekend, I thought I’d write down a few of 
my thoughts.  
I really enjoyed Friday night at the Forbury Sportsbar.  It was terrific to meet and chat 
with so many people I’d not seen for years.  Reminiscing about past trips and experienc-
es, being reminded of past events (some, that I would rather forget) made the night go 
so fast.  Often I’d be chatting to someone I’d not seen for 10, 15, 20+ years but it felt 
like time had stood still and we were talking about a recent trip.  It proved to me (again) 
that it is not just the tramping but also the people that draws me (and others) to the 
OTMC.  It is the people that make tramping trips memorable and it is those shared 
memories that create the bonds that seem to last a lifetime.  Each time I turned around 
there was someone else to talk to, some one I hadn’t seen for a number of years.  I was 
drawn back to look at the photos often, remembering the places and the people in them.  
Always meeting someone I knew and had tramped with before also looking at the pho-
tos.  It was great talking about the different trips and ‘the way things were’ with those 
that had shared that trip.  It surprised me when I realised that it was 11.30pm and we’d 
been here for four hours, where did the time go?   
On Saturday we went along to the clubrooms open day.  This was an opportunity for 
others to see the home of the OTMC and it was pleasing to hear all the positive com-
ments about how great the rooms looked with all the photos and maps on the walls.  
Many of those at the 90th Celebrations remembered other clubrooms that the OTMC  
had occupied in the past and it is wonderful to now have a permanent home.  The rooms 
were just about bursting at the seams when the photographer arrived to take the official 
photo outside the clubrooms along with the ODT.   
The Saturday night dinner at the Forbury Sportsbar was another opportunity to meet up 
and reminisce some more.   There were different people who attended the Saturday 
night and it was great to see and chat to them before we moved upstairs for the dinner.  
We found a table with others from ‘our era’ and spent the evening talking and laughing 
about the many trips we’d been on together.  It wasn’t till after the meal that we could 
mix and mingle a bit more and find others who I’d not had a chance to talk to yet.  All 
too quickly the hours ticked by and again we found ourselves some of the last to leave.   
I would like to pass on my thanks to the organising committee for their tireless work in 
putting together this event.  I thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to meet up with people 
I’d not seen for many years and hope I don’t have to wait till the OTMC’s 100th to 
catch up with them again and by the time the 100th rolls around, those currently in the 
club now will have had at least ten years of OTMC history behind them so there will be 
no excuses  not to be there.   

Debbie Pettinger 
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CHIEF GUIDE COMMENT 

Firstly, I need to express my thanks and appreciation to Antony as out-
going Chief Guide and current President for the work and commitment he 
has shown to our club over a colossal period of time. Not only has he pro-
duced a stack of interesting and varied Trip Cards, he has also kept the 
club together with his open and friendly manner, ensuring the essential 
spirit of the OTMC lives on. 
Hmm, it feels like a big pair of boots to fill, but then I have tried a few on 
lately. 
We share similar thoughts on ensuring a wide range of trips are available, 
from Easy to Fit (or FE), over a variety of terrain from Great Walks to off 
track, with a similarly wide range of destinations. While not all trips can be 
expected to be popular in terms of numbers, I believe it is important to 
keep a wide range of trips planned, with varying lengths and levels of diffi-
culty. Inevitably, some challenging trips can be considered as good training 
opportunities for those wanting to extend their tramping skills and experi-
ence. The essential focus is to cater for the requirements of the member-
ship, which is all of us. Some of the most popular trips recently have in-
cluded the Great Walks in a day or a weekend, multi day off track, and so-
cial trips. The extended Waitangi Day trips have been a consistent high-
light. 
Some of us, I know, have a ‘bucket list’ of trips we want to do before we 
lose interest or fitness or whatever. I have some, and I’m sure you do too. 
Don’t hesitate to share them with me and we’ll see what we can do. 
So, on to the upcoming Trip Card. While I’m happy to fill it in with trips I 
want to do, now is the time for any of you to tap me on the shoulder with 
your suggestions, and preferably an offer to lead one. Either see me at club, 
phone 4730 950, or email hodgkinson@paradise.net.nz 
It you feel a bit unsure about leading a trip, talk to any of the experienced 
leaders at club nights, and dip your toes in an area you are already familiar 
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with, or even give Alan Thompson a call and start with a Day Trip. Which 
reminds me, thanks Alan for taking the Day Trip Coordinator role, and also 
to all our Trip Leaders for making them happen. 
Bushcraft for 2014 seems uncertain at this stage, again Antony deserves a 
break after organising this exercise for uncountable years. Without central 
coordination it won’t happen. Personally, the start of the year is a bit busy 
for me to take on at this stage. Again, we share the desire that Bushcraft 
should be maintained as both a community service introducing the public 
to outdoor safety, and for its influx of fresh new members. One thing is 
certain, I know I will be doing more tramping over the coming year! 

Wayne Hodgkinson 
Chief Guide 

 
 

5-6 October 
Cycle the Clutha Gold Trail [Cycle] 

(includes an option for some easy walking for those who 
don’t want to cycle) 

Jane Cloete ph. 467 2328 
Cycle the Clutha Gold trail (or at least the parts that are finished!) Grade 
easy: the very few steep bits are very short!  Approx. $60 for transport plus 
motor-camp costs.  80-100km over two days.   
Leave the clubrooms 8am SATURDAY.  
Cars + bikes to Lawrence – leave at least one car there.  (Walkers - side 
trip to Weatherstones.)  Drive on to Millers Flat – book in at Motor camp 
(cabins or tents). Cycle to Lawrence, collect cars and drive back to Millers 
Flat.   Sunday: Cars + bikes to Roxburgh Hydro (or Alexandra?) cycle 
back to Millers Flat. Collect other car before returning to Dunedin! Note 
that we will need cars that can carry 2-3 bikes each.  Or does someone 
have a large trailer?   
Walking Options: (Grade easy) Saturday: Gabriel's Gully or Weather-
stones. Daffodils galore! ($5 donation at Weatherstones towards the up-
keep of the track).  Sunday – try out some of the Roxburgh tracks – Grov-
ers Hill and/or the Commissioners Track and/or the riverside walk.  
 

(Continued on page 10) 
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26-28 October (Labour Weekend) 
Caples River/Kay Creek/Scott Creek [All] 

(other options available) 
Antony Pettinger  ph. 473 7924 

With the cancellation of the West Matukituki trip this becomes the first real 
‘weekend tramping’ trip for a while. The key trip on this weekend can be 
done in two days, although a third will give the opportunity to explore fur-
ther. The through trip from the Caples to the Routeburn Road via Kay 
Creek and Scott Creek is a classic trip, involving lots of interesting terrain, 
riverbed travel (yeah!) and off-track sections. The leader of this trip has al-
ways had a desire to visit Death Valley – if only to find out why it is so 
named. It looks like Death Valley will provide an alternate route from Kay 
Creek Hut to the Scott Basin, with a largish tarn being an obvious camping 
area at just below 1500m. Extra time on the saddle will give time to enjoy 
the beautiful surroundings of the pass – you can even scramble up the end 
of the Humboldt for expansive views over Wakatipu and a great view of 
Earnslaw. 
Other options on this trip include basing yourself in the Upper Caples and 
exploring either (or all) Kay and Fraser Creeks and McKellar Saddle. 
Crossings from the Greenstone to the Caples can be had via Home Hill or 
Steele Creek. If you prefer a hut/track option there is always the Green-
stone / Caples…it is a comfortable three day trip (and it is almost a great 
walk now…) 
 

 
 

 
6 October 

Graham’s Bush/Bethunes Gully [M] 
Fieke Neuman ph. 473 7535 

Meet at clubrooms 9am. Drive to Bethunes Gully and leave some transport 
at that end before heading over to Sawyers Bay to start walking from the 
Grahams Bush end. Walking up the hill to Mt Cargill we pass through a 
magnificent stand of tree ferns, experience the Organ Pipes, and if the 
weather is good, see great views over the city and Peninsula. Lunch is like-
ly to be at Buttars Peak before we head down the side of Mount Cargill to 
finish up at Bethunes Gully. The trip is likely to take about 4 hours. 
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13 October 
Unexplored Silver Peaks [F] 

Richard Pettinger ph. 487 9488 
Come and get lost on this day trip somewhere in the local hills with Rich-
ard P. This is an annual trip to or through a place in the Silver Peaks area 
where nobody on the trip has been before. Bring a reasonable level of fit-
ness and an unreasonable level of insanity.  
 

20 October  
Geocaching in Oamaru (Bus trip) [All] 

Jan Burch ph. 455 4559 
Ever wanted to add another dimension to your tramping? Here is a chance 
to try out geocaching and make new friends at the same time.  We travel in 
one of the original Mt Cook Line cruisers, lovingly restored to its former 
luxury.  During the journey there’ll be some fun and games to sort passen-
gers into a number of small “mixed geocaching experience” groups based 
on the distance you wish to walk.  In Oamaru your group will be dropped 
at one of 8 different spots with the support you need to go treasure hunting.  
The challenge is to return to the bus before 3pm (having logged caches on 
the way).   
To find out more about geocaching, check out  
http://www.geocaching.com/guide/.  To find out more about the trip please 
email jrb50@xtra.co.nz or phone Jan 455 4559 if you’re thinking of com-
ing.  Cost of $25 covers the bus fare and spot prizes for the bus trip. It 
would be helpful if seats were booked BEFORE Sunday 20 October at 
http://otagoheritagebus.co.nz/excursions-and-services but if you prefer to 
decide on the day, please give Jan a ring first to check spaces. 
 

26 October  
No day trip—Labour Weekend 

 
Watch out for the Summer Trip Card with the Bulletin  

next month.   
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3 October 
OTMC and (new) Committee member Alan Thomson will tell us of 
his five day adventure to George Sound in Fiordland.  He’ll tell us 
of his on going fight with sandflies and the fickle weather while 
tramping in the beautiful, scenic Fiordland.  

10 October 
Extraordinary Meeting to confirm financial report, followed by a 
BYO—Bring your photos from any recent tramping trip you’ve been 
on recently.  We’d love to see where you’ve been.  

17 October 
Alaska travels, exploration and surprises, Part 1—Active OTMC 
member, Peter Loeber, recently spent some time visiting Alaska 
during the Northern summer. Peter will describe his experiences 
by giving us a presentation entitled " Alaska: travels, exploration 
and surprises", which will be illustrated by some very interesting 
photos.  

24 October 
OTMC Auction—there have been a few date changes but mark this 
date in your calendar because this is the night to replenish your 
tramping cupboard.   

31 October 
BYO—Another chance to share photos of your recent tramping 
trips.  Bring your photos along on a USB so we can see them on 
the big screen in the club rooms.  

Visit us on the Internet at: www.otmc.co.nz 

Any ideas, and contact names in particular, are welcome for the Thursday evening 
activities.  If you can help please contact Tony Timperley (phone 473 7257, email to-
nytimps@xtra.co.nz) or Gene Dyett  (phone 455 7465, email m.gdyett@xtra.co.nz) 
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7 November 

John Shultis will share his recent experience hiking through some 
amazing landscapes in Utah.    


