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The OTMC meets socially at 3 Young Street  
every Thursday—doors open at 7.30pm,  

programme begins at 8.00pm. 

Newsletter of the Otago Tramping 
and Mountaineering Club (Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1120, Dunedin. 
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Committee Members 2014/15 

 President Alan Thomson 455 7878 
 Vice President Richard Forbes 453 1327 
 Secretary Richelle Adams  476 1302 
 Treasurer Rodger Clarkson 473 6053 
 Chief Guide/Transport Wayne Hodgkinson  473 0950 
 Membership Secretary Richard Forbes 453 1327 
 Bulletin Editor Ross Hunt 453 0983 
  Andy Cunningham 482 1066 
 Ben Rudds / Gear Hire Sam Patrick 0272 864836 
 Social Convener/ Gear Hire Gene Dyett 455 7465 
 Social Convener Tony Timperley 473 7257 
  Daytrip Convenor Alan Thomson 455 7878 
 Website Antony Pettinger 473 7924 
 Conservation/Advocacy David Barnes 454 4492 
 SAR Rep Ross Hunt 453 0983 
  Clubrooms Maintenance  Andrew Pask 453 5719 
 Committee Barry Walker 021 209 5550 

Visit us on the Internet at: www.otmc.co.nz 

 

50th Anniversary of the Milford Freedom Walk 
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OTMC Bushcraft 

The Wilderness Magazine recently featured an article on the decision 
from Mountain Safety to withdraw from formal Bushcraft training (June 
2015). As our own course was underway when that article was being 
prepared, I was asked what the OTMC thoughts around Bushcraft were. 
My prevailing view always has been (and will be) that Bushcraft is a vital 
role that clubs can provide. While the visible benefit to our club has 
decreased, it is the thought that we are doing something positive that 
increases safety in the outdoors that keeps me going. If our course has 
saved one life, or prompted someone to think twice about venturing into a 
storm, or crossing a flooded river, then it is worth it.  

Since I have been involved with the OTMC Bushcraft course in the mid-
1980s, our numbers have been like a roller coaster. The course initially 
peaked in the mid-50’s in the late 1980s / early 1990s, and has dropped 
as low as 11 (1999) to over 50 this year (there have been courses with 
over 100 participants in the 1960’s, I believe). 

The big change in society is that people are now less inclined to join and 
actively participate with the club after the course – this is where the club 
needs to consider if we can change this. Love or hate the Internet, it is 
just so easy now to find accurate and up-to-date information on tramping 
areas, along with photos, videos and satellite imagery (who needs to go 
tramping!) that you don’t need a tramping club to take you. The increase 
of the number of cars in the country also means most people are able to 
find their own way to the hills, and not rely on the clubs. 

As part of the promotion for Bushcraft, we use the angle that people may 
have completed the DoC Great Walks and maybe some major tracks, and 
are looking for a bit of confidence to go a bit further. If this is the case, 
then it is great to get more people in the hills safely, but they may not 
wish to belong to a club…can we change this? 

Not taking away the great work Mountain Safety has done over the past 
five decades, I believe the Bushcraft sits well with tramping clubs, but I 
also acknowledge that times are changing and the need to have formal 
qualifications may put an end to running Bushcraft courses for some 
clubs. The OTMC enrol all participants as members, so we are essentially 
running a course for our members. 

I have been pleasantly surprised at the response to the 2014 and 2015 
courses, with both years attracting around 50 participants (and involving 
around 15 members) – and strongly believe the course should continue. 
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The OTMC Bank Account is now 
with ASB. The new account 
number is: 

12-3150-0311684-00 

Remember to include your 
name and the reason for 
your payment when paying 
by internet banking.  

Non-members must pay for 
trips when signing the trip 
list, members before the trip 
list closes. 

 

The changes made over the past five years (or more) have ensured we can offer 
a quality, low cost course that is flexible, while still retaining the important 
outdoor experience where needed.  

As the Silver Peaks weekend was cancelled due to poor weather this year, we 
elected to run a special day trip in May for the Bushcraft group – this had 21 
people on it – this option of targeted day trips may be a way forward in the 
future. 

Given the importance of Bushcraft to the OTMC (and many of us have joined the 
club following a Bushcraft Course) I would be interested in feedback from the 
membership on the direction of future courses.   Antony Pettinger 
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OTC / OTMC 50th Anniversary of the Milford Freedom Walk 

We all now know that the Otago Tramping Club (OTC) challenged authority in 
Easter 1965 and undertook an ‘unsanctioned’ trip over the iconic Milford 
Track. In April 2015, the OTMC celebrated this momentous club event with a 
celebration 50th Anniversary trip over the Track (this time with the full co-
operation of the authorities). 

It may be surprising, but very 
little was ever reported in the 
club files from the original Free-
dom Walk in 1965 – one can 
but assume that the partici-
pants were being careful as to 
not incriminate themselves. 
With the completion of the 
2015 trip, it has now been 
judged that it is safe to publish 
a booklet about the 1965 trip 
(including a list of participants), 

with little risk of anyone being arrested!   

The OTC history with the Milford Track goes at least as far back as 1947, 
when the club was refused permission to walk the Track as a Christmas Trip. 
It was suggested that the club would ‘overtax the amenities provided’. In 
1952, the National Parks Authority authorised the NZ Government Tourist 
Department (later THC) to make a charge to all persons travelling the track, 
irrespective if they used the facilities or not. By 1957 the hut sites and land-
ings were vested in the Tourist Hotel Corporation (THC) and the National 
Park Authority authorised THC to charge 30 shillings per person per day to 
use the track independently (but the THC never allowed this to occur). 

In April 1964, the New Zealand Kayak Group complained to the Ombudsman 
that the public were being denied access to the area, and asked the tramp-
ing club for support. This was not taken up by the Ombudsman. Come Sep-
tember 1964, and the Fiordland National Park Board agreed to vest the Mil-
ford Track in the THC for an initial five year period. This prompted the OTC to 
write and send a submission to the National Parks Authority (along with the 
support of many other tramping clubs and outdoor related groups) opposing 
this. 

By April 1965, the now infamous Easter trip over the Milford Track was 
planned, and the Chief Ranger of Fiordland National Park advised. The club 
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was subsequently advised that ‘unless a decision on the use of the track by 
private parties is reached, the status quo must be observed’. By mid-April, two 
days before the trip, the club was advised by THC that ‘permission NOT granted, 
repeat NOT granted’. Finally, on the morning of departure (April 15, 1965) per-
mission was forthcoming from the Parks Board. 

By May 1965 agreement was reached between the National Parks Authority 
and the THC for use of the track by outside parties under Park Board supervi-
sion, and that extra facilities would be erected (and were in place for the 
1965/66 summer season). These facilities have evolved into the present Clin-
ton, Mintaro and Dumpling Huts, and the trampers using these huts over sum-
mer are a legacy of the original Freedom Walk. 

The above is an overview of what prompted the 1965 trip. The 2015 trip was 
honoured to be able to share the 50th Anniversary with nine of the original par-
ticipants – their recollections of the 1965 trip were a highlight on this year’s 
trip. 

I was aware for some time that the 50th Anniversary of the Freedom Walk would 
occur in 2015, and was determined that the club would celebrate it. In the end, 
the best celebration would be to share the trip with some of the 1965 originals. 
When I mentioned to John (1965 leader) and Robyn Armstrong that the 50th 
was approaching, John replied with ‘it can’t be, we are not old enough! 

I had organised a couple of Milford trips before (out-of-season) so knew full well 
what it would involve logistically, but volunteered to organise this one anyway. 
The plan was simple – as we would be joined by some older members, it made 
sense to do the trip within the summer open season (maybe a first for the club) 
and book all spaces on the trip for the club. DoC were really helpful right from 
the start, allowing the club to book all 40 places, as well as offering a good dis-
count and further support during the trip. To obtain the best prices from the 
transport operators, we had to book separately with them, but in the end every-
thing working out perfectly. 

Unintentionally, but coincidentally the 2015 trip turned out to be 50 years to 
the day since the original – an unplanned, but nice link to original trip. They say 
a southerly is the best way to clear out  bad weather, but I was a wee bit nerv-
ous when a dump of snow early in our week closed the track. However, when 
we arrived in Te Anau on the Wednesday afternoon the weather forecast was 
good, and the track reopened (a day earlier and we would have missed out). 

Thirty-nine of us set of from Te Anau Downs under grey skies and headed up 
the lake to Glade Wharf. As we approached the head of the lake, the cloud dis-
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appeared and we were treated to cloudless skies and full sun – this only 
added to the pristine white of the days old pure white snow over Dore 
Pass. Some of the 1965 party travelled over Dore Pass in marginal weath-
er to reach the Clinton Valley – those that came over Glade Pass had an 
even more miserable trip. Our trip was far too easy!  

A sunny lunch stop at Glade House (closed for the winter season) and an 
idyllic walk up the magnificent Clinton Valley allowed for a very relaxing 
afternoon at Clinton Hut (not so relaxing in the river, seven seconds was 
the record!). After noting the ‘mares tails’, we settled in for our first even-
ing together. All members had an opportunity to introduce themselves, 
and it was fascinating to note that there may be 50 years plus of club ex-
perience between us all, but our views on the tramping club were very 
similar. In some ways, it appears the OTMC has not changed that much at 
all. 

Friday morning brought the anticipated rain, but no problem, we would be 
in the valley all day. The contrast between the bright sunshine of the day 
before to the misty enchantment of today was striking. The waterfalls 
emerged, and we were reminded of the force of the river when we 
stopped at the former Clinton Forks hut site – a small patch of grass was 
all that remains of the old large site on the river bank. 

Mintaro Hut is a dark and damp hut – I expect for most of us it will be the 
last time we stay here as a new hut has been planned to be built further 
up and in from the current site to avoid an avalanche path. After dinner 
on Friday night it was the turn of the nine originals from 1965 to share 
their memories of the trip – this was one of the highlights of the trip. 
While some were relying on others for the facts, others recalled the trip as 
if it were yesterday. John Armstrong was the 1965 trip leader, and his par-
ty were charged with organising the boat transport from Sandfly Point 
back to Milford Sound. John’s telling of the refusal of the local boaties to 
help, to attempting to cross the river to Sandfly Point was very entertain-
ing. Even more impressive was the methods used to cross the flooded 
Arthur River at Boatshed – I am sure the club would not attempt a similar 
technique this today! During the evening we were joined by the 40th mem-
ber – Ross Hunt had been unable to join us the day before, so combined 
two days into one. 

Saturday promised good weather for the crossing of McKinnon Pass, so it 
was all eyes to the surrounding mist to judge how thick it might be. No 
need to worry though, as by the time we reached the pass the skies were 
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 clear with excellent views all around. Tramping wise, the time spent on the 
pass was the best part of the trip for most, if not all. The mild temperature 
and great views meant it was a place to linger. The trip down to Quentin 
Hut is still long – an almost 1000m drop in total. Some found time to 
check out the Sutherland Falls via the new access track (built Nov 2013) 
before arriving at Dumpling Hut for our last night together. 

Right from the start, DoC had offered to help us celebrate the anniversary 
at Dumpling Hut, and went over and above our expectations by bringing 
additional treats in for the celebra-
tion. Robyn Armstrong was one of the 
originals, and had decided it was time 
to write down the history of the 1965 
trip once and for all. This comprehen-
sive history of the Freedom Walk was 
launched at Dumpling Hut – with 
many copies already being sold (see 
elsewhere in this Bulletin for details 
on how to buy one). Additionally, a 
special celebration cake (in the 
shape of a boot) was expertly crafted 
by Chris Burton (no doubt with input 
from Ann). After this was cut by the 
oldest and youngest members of the 
group (John Armstrong and Tina An-
derson) we enjoyed a talk from Ken 
Bradley (DoC) who has lived and 
breathed the Milford Track for most 
of his life (at least 500 ascents of 
McKinnon Pass). 

Although the last day from Dumpling to Sandfly Point threatened rain, it 
never eventuated. A highlight for many was standing at the landing point at 
Boatshed while John Armstrong outlined how they crossed the river in ’65 
(even some of the other ‘originals’ seemed incredulous!). 

And so it was we arrived at Sandfly Point for the 2pm sailing – fittingly on 
the same boat the 1965 trip used (with a new super-structure, and now 
renamed). 

This trip was to honour the 1965 Freedom Walk, and the participants who 
took part – I hope we made you proud. The Freedom Walk remains one of 
the most significant events in out 92 year history, and has led the club to 
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become more active in access issues and advocacy in retaining and protect-
ing all our conservation lands. To think that the public could be excluded 
from a National Park was so wrong, and we can all be proud of the stand our 
club took. 

All credit to DoC on this trip – the hut wardens at each of the huts (Sally, Trev 
and Ian) were very friendly and a credit to the Department. Ken Bradley and 
Sarah Thompson from DoC also assisted greatly with the planning and execu-
tion of the trip, which in the end went like clockwork. 

One lasting impression many 
have from the 2015 trip is 
that the OTMC camaraderie 
is as strong as ever, and very 
evident when others may be 
struggling. That you all kept 
an eye on those behind you 
made me proud. My thanks 
to the following club mem-
bers (and friends) for an en-
joyable trip: Debbie Pet-
tinger, Mike Davies, Richard 
Forbes, Jill & Ray McAliece, Tony Timperley, Rodger Clarkson, Richard & Tracy 
Pettinger, Rob Mitchell, Raewyn Duncan, Tina Anderson, Andrew Pask, 
Wayne Hodgkinson, Alan Thomson, Peter Stevenson, Chris Burton, Ross 
Hunt, David and Penny McArthur, Barry Walker, Zena Webb, Wolfgang Ger-
ber, Gordon Tocher, Pete McKellar, Heather Thorne, Ngaire Richardson, Bron-
wen Strang, Kathy Woodrow and Chris Pearson. 

And a very special thanks to the nine original members from the 1965 Free-
dom Walk who joined us this year: John Armstrong (1965 leader), Robyn Arm-
strong, Mary Miller, Bruce Mason, John Allan, Celia Davies, Bruce Dwerry-
house, Stu Thorne and Terry Richardson. It is you who made this trip so spe-
cial. Antony Pettinger 

(Historical OTC notes sourced from ‘Outdoors, Volume 9, No. 6, May, 1965) 
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 August 8/9 
Kayaking trip on Lake Manapouri 
Rose Colhoun (021 1513791 ) 

 
Friday night we will stay at Colhoun family crib in Manapouri (cost $15 per per-
son). Saturday morning we will hire kayaks from Adventure Kayak and Cruise in 
Manapouri. Kayaks are double sea kayaks and cost is $90 per person for hire. 
Then we'll set out for Surprise Bay in our kayaks. There is a short track to Hope 
Arm that we can carry our kayaks through and then after some more paddling 
we can climb the short but steep track to the Monument. Fingers crossed for a 
clear day, as the views are stunning. Hope Arm can be explored by kayak and 
there is another short track at Stockyard Cove. We have the option of staying at 
Hope Arm hut on Saturday night (can be busy with boaties/hunters) or tenting 
on a remote beach. On Sunday we can reverse our paddle or if weather and 
time allow, we can take the longer route around Stony Point back to Manapouri. 
This is a very weather dependent trip obviously, so I will have a back-up plan for 
the Milford Road if kayaking doesn't work out. Trip numbers are limited to 10 
(due to kayak hire) and limited to people with previous kayaking experience 
and water confidence.  $55 

August 22-23 
Snow Caving Weekend Old Man Range 

Richard Pettinger (487 9488) 
 

Come along on this trip if you think you might ever be likely to be caught  
out above or near the snowline. Snow is your friend for accommodation!  
Better than a non-existent tent, a snow cave can save you from misery or  
even death. This is just like a tramping weekend, except it leaves at 7 AM  
on Saturday, accommodation is free, and there’s not too much tramping  
and much more digging. Everyone should sleep under water once in their  
life!  Destination Old Man Range.  $30 
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2 August 

Skyline Track (M) 
Tony Timperley (473-7257) 

 
This track offers a wide variety of tramping experiences. As you climb up 
from Sullivan's Dam note and admire the recently brushed boardwalk and cut 
back bush (carried out by fellow OTMC members!). After morning tea, however, 
there is a stark contrast as you will have to negotiate a rough, muddy track, clam-
ber over large tree trunks and negotiate a rock face. If you survive this section the 
tramp is more open as we cross a recently logged pine forest, walk a short dis-
tance down Cowan Rd, cross farm paddocks before returning to the dam via the 
pipeline. Car share cost $5. 

 

29-30 August 
Snow Farm Cross Country Skiing (ALL) 

Rodger Clarkson (473 6053) 
I’ve always wanted to have a go at X country skiing, so as they say if you want 
to do something then volunteer to lead a trip. 

The trip list is already up in the clubrooms so I can get an idea of numbers for 
the Hut booking, that I need to advise Snow Farm in June.  

We will leave Dunedin on Friday night and stay somewhere around Wanaka 
before heading up to Snow farm on Saturday morning. The intention is to stay 
Saturday Night at Meadow Hut. Snow Farm offers a package deal for Hut Ac-
commodation, 2 days trail pass and ski hire for $140.($110 if you have gear) 
(see www.snowfarmnz.com for further information) For an additional $20 
snowfarm will give a lesson to get you started. 

There’s a range of trails for all abilities at Snow Farm. Meadow Hut is 4km from 
the base building on an easy trail. Snow shoeing could also be an option for 
some and given it’s a full moon that weekend a night ski could also be on the 
cards. $55 
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9 August 
Karetai Rd—Boulder Beach 
Peter Loeber (477 4895) 

 
A wander up Karetai Rd and down again to Boulder Beach. There are several routes 
back to the vehicles—ring Peter for details.  $5 
 

16 August 
Split Rock—Seacliff (E/M) 

Bronwen Strang (473 1610)  
 

I was amazed when I first visited Split Rock and decided then I would love to 
take the OTMC there because I found few who knew of this special place. After 
parking the cars in Apes Rd near Karitane we will cross interesting grazing 
land, up past Maori Peak, wander along at a high level, then through the scrub 
to Split Rock. The view from the top of this is not to be missed; then it is down 
and through the cleft in the rock. From here we head further down and over 
the Coast Road and railway line to Brinns Point and a very early cemetery. Af-
ter this it is back to the top of the hill via the Truby King Reserve (the site of 
the early Seacliff Psychiatric Hospital) and farmers' access tracks, down past 
Maori Peak again - hopefully with time to go up it - and then on to the cars, 
probably around 4 pm. It is not a difficult tramp but it is a reasonable dis-
tance... and the leader likes cups of tea en route. (Truth be told the farmer 
said a cuppa and a sandwich was mandatory on the top of the rock but I am 
not sure about our timing! $8 

30th August 
Ship at Anchor (M)  

Leader: Alan Thomson Ph:4557878 
 

We will head up the Eldorado track above Lake Mahinerangi, past the wind 
farm to park our vehicles at a locked gate, and then walk over to the Deep 
Stream Weir. From the weir it is a fairly steep climb up to the Lammermoor 
Plateau and then over to the Ship at Anchor-altitude 980m, so be prepared for 
extreme conditions as this is a very exposed area (great views). After lunch we 
will head down the steep tussock face to Deep Stream where we can explore a 
historic gold mining area before following a 4WD track back to our vehicles. Be 
mindful that there is limited access to water once we leave the weir. As this is 
quite a long day we will be leaving the clubrooms no later than 9am and can 
expect to be back between 5.30 and 6.00pm $10 
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 Visit us on the Internet at: www.otmc.co.nz 

Any ideas, and contact names in particular, are welcome for the Thursday evening ac-
tivities.  If you can help please contact Tony Timperley (phone 473 7257, email  
tonytimps@xtra.co.nz) or Gene Dyett (phone 455 7465, email m.gdyett@xtra.co.nz) 
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e 6th August: "Kime Through Time". This DVD is a documentary that 

charts the 80 year history of the Kime Hut, which is situated in the 
Otaki Forks area of the Tararua Forest Park and is on the Southern 
Crossing route. This hut has played a vital role in sheltering tramp-
ers and skiers over its 80 years. 

13th August: "Glamping on the Hollyford." OTMC member Jacqui 
King recently went "glamping" on the Hollyford. Find what this in-
volves when Jacqui gives her presentation. Jacqui will also give us 
an outline of the history of the Hollyford; and as several relatives 
of the legendary Davey Gunn were on the same trip as Jacqui, she 
will include tales about Davey.  

20th August: OTMC Auction. As we haven't had this event for a 
couple of years there are bound to be many bargain items for you 
to bid on. They will be mainly tramping items, but there are always 
surprises! Remember that all proceeds go to club funds. (Note: We 
are still accepting items for auction.) 

 27th August: OTMC Annual General Meeting. Put this in your dia-
ries as a must to attend so that you can contribute to the running 
of the club by giving your vote and maybe offering yourself to serve 
on the committee. (Important note: One important new member 
we will need is a new Bulletin editor. Present editor, Ross Hunt, 
will be away from Dunedin later in the year.) 

 3rd Sept: BYO - This will be first BYO since 30th July, so we should 
have plenty of photos from the Winter Routeburn (Censored!), 
Manapouri Kayaking, Snowcaving weekend, and Cross Country 
Skiing/Snow Farm. 


