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President : Richard Forbes 453 1327 forbespotter@hotmail.com 
Vice President : Antony Pettinger 473 7924 antony.pettinger@gmail.com 
       (and Website, Bushcraft, Centenary) 
Secretary : Leonie Loeber 477 4895 loeber@xtra.co.nz 
Treasurer : Rodger Clarkson  473 6053 rodger.clarkson@xtra.co.nz 
Chief Guide : Wayne Hodgkinson  473 0950 wphodgkinson@xtra.co.nz 
Membership Secretary : Debbie Pettinger 473 7924 debspettinger@gmail.com 
Bulletin Editor/Publisher : Barry Walker 477 5018 bmw@xtra.co.nz    
Daytrip Convener : Sharen Rutherford        027 229 1961 sharen.rutherford@gmail.com 
Club Meeting Organisers : Gail Mitchell      0274 780 775 gailraem@gmail.com 
                              and Sharon Bretherton 473 8784   jsbretherton@gmail.com    
                              and Debbie Pettinger 473 7924 debspettinger@gmail.com 
Clubrooms Maintenance : Sharon Bretherton 473 8784   jsbretherton@gmail.com  
Clubrooms Hire :  Barry Walker & Helen Jones 477 5018 bmw@xtra.co.nz    
Gear Hire :  Joe Bretherton 473 8784   jsbretherton@gmail.com  
Librarian : Helen Jones  477 5018 hlnmaryjo@hotmail.com   
                 and  Gail Mitchell                        0274 780 775 gailraem@gmail.com            
Conservation; Advocacy;  
                   and Recreation : Chris Pearson 455 4673 cpearson86@aol.com  
Ben Rudd Trust and 
Leaning Lodge Trust contact :  Alan Thomson 455 7878 alan.and.robyn thomson@gmail.com 

Your Committee 

This month we welcome Simon McKenzie as a new member.   

As June is the end of the OTMC financial year there is a subscription notice in with your  

bulletin this month. 

Please pay your subscription into the club bank account or hand to me on a Thursday night. 

If you are paying via internet banking, please email otmc@ihug.co.nz to let me know which 

type of membership and any changes to your contact details. 

 

Debbie 

Membership   Debbie Pettinger, Membership Secretary  

The OTMC bank account with ASB is é     12-3150-0311684-00 
Please include your name and the reason for the payment when using internet banking 

(which is the preferred option).  Non-members must pay for trips when signing the trip list, 

members should pay before departure. 

Vehicle suppliers/drivers will normally not pay the trip fee and will be reimbursed fuel costs 

later (check with the trip leader or Treasurer Rodger if in doubt). 

OTMC Bank Account 

2 

Gear Hire 

OTMC has a large amount of gear available for members to hire.  Hire charge $5 for up to a 
week, then $5 per week.   See or phone Joe Bretherton 473 8784 

¶ Ice Axes 

¶ Crampons 

¶ Cookers & Billies 

¶ Packs 

¶ Tent/Flys 

¶ Climbing Helmets 

¶ Avalanche Probes 

and Transceivers 
 



5-6
th
 May:  Mt Domett  

Oteake Conservation Park, Otago 

The goal was Mt Domett at 1942m. We set 
off in two cars from the club-rooms around 
6, no stopping for meals, nearly all of us 
brought something to eat on the way.   We 
turned off at Kyeburn and headed up to 
Dansey's Pass.  About 15 minutes down the 
other side, we took a left and went down a 
farm track for a short distance and stopped 
at a gate.  A staring squad of cattle were 
absolutely delighted to see us and gathered 
around. 

 

The idea was to walk into the Chinaman's 
Hut about 2 hours up the Otekaieke River 
and we set off about 9pm.  It was clear and 
calm and also dark.  Across a turnip  
paddock then down to the river.  We spent 
some time climbing up banks and over 
rocks and trying to quickly cross the river 
and keep dry boots. Frost was forming as 
we got closer to the hut. The hut was just 
above the river on a terrace and we used a 

GPS as it would have been very easy to go 
straight past it.   

Arrived at the hut about 11:30, there was 
quite a bit of ratty evidence, so we did a bit 
of house-keeping,  shoved all the ancient 
mattresses into a big pile and finally went to 
bed.  A rat popped up onto the bunk to say 
goodnight to Alex. 

 

In no time at all it was morning again.  
Weather was fine and we set off up river, 
making the top about 1pm climbing the last 
part through rocks and some snow. It was 
getting pretty windy by now, so just a brief 
stop at the top and a quick lunch behind 
some rocks.  Fantastic views right over to 
the Waitaki Valley and the whole Maniototo. 

Trip Reports 
Club activities over the past months                         
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The original plan had been to traverse right 
round the ridge, but with the wind picking up 
and time marching on we decided to drop 
across and down and go back down to the 
hut via the gorge.  There were plenty of  
animal tracks to follow and it was relatively 
easy going, but we still arrived back at the 
hut after dark. The trickiest part was climbing 
down the side of a waterfall and we all made 
it without mishap. 

There is a great burner in the hut and Alex 
had brought some mulled wine, so we had a 
good night.  The rat came out again when all 
was quiet and gave some of us a fright. 

Sunday morning was fine, but would have 
been too windy on the tops.  We headed out 
to the road-end. Much easier to find your 
way in daylight and also we weren't trying to 
keep boots dry.  We were down at the  
Danseyôs Pass pub just before lunch-time. 
Can recommend the huge chairs and  
enormous fire!  Back to Dunedin around 3.   

Sue for Joe and Sharon, Nico, Robert and 
thanks to Alex for organising a great trip. 
(Photos by Sue Williams) 

 

2-4th June :  Mount Somers 

We left Dunedin at 5:45pm and arrived at 
Woolshed Creek carpark way before 11pm. 

Saturday morning we woke up to a crisp 
morning frost and had our breakfast under a 
full moon.  

We started walking just 
after 8:30. From the old 
mine site we could see the 
valley covered under a 
blanket of low cloud. We 
found the first hut under a 
thick layer of fog while we 
were looking from the hills 
in full sunshine. Woolshed 
Creek hut was occupied by  
lots of small children. 
There was a nice frosting 
of ice on the sides of the 
creek. We took our  
morning tea break on the 
deck.  

We continued towards the 
saddle and took the long 
road over the first creek as 

the steep descent was too icy for our comfort 
and to my surprise the mentioning of wet 
boots did not appeal to everyone. After a 
short walk around and getting moist feet 
anyway we continued up and up to the  
saddle. The sky cleared as we gained  
altitude and we had lunch in the full sun with 
a view of the steep walk uphill weôd planned 
for the next day. We continued down the 
track to Pinnacles hut and arrived a bit early. 
We turned out to be a nice fit group who 
walked to the Pinnacles hut under 5.5 
hours.  We claimed our bunks with some 
occupying a double bed and it would fill up 
nicely during the rest of the day with some 
late comers sleeping on the floor under the 
table. Some of us went down the track for a 
little wander to be back before dark. Dinner 
was served with first hot soup, crackers & 
dip, tortilla wrap with special spicy filling and 
finished with a thick piece of chocolate cake. 
All completely vegan.  The hut was warm 
and full.  

Sunday morning started with an early 7 am 
rise forced upon us by a keen smartphone 
alarm. We packed up way after 8 and arrived 
at the saddle within a hour. We dropped our 
packs and started the steep climb up the hill. 
Some other trampers followed us. We  
continued over the top and slogging through 
the snow we arrived at the summit in good 
time. We were not really properly geared up 
for a comfy lunch at the summit so we  
retraced our steps back to were we could sit 
in the sun and out of the wind.  

Top of Mount Somers - Peter Boeckhout 
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The journey to Woolshed Creek hut was 
quick and easy. We arrived at a warm hut 
with plenty of space and spent the rest of 
the day walking around, playing games and 
eating our second all vegetarian / vegan 
menu..é 

The next day was a very late start and  
because a certain person wanted to spend 
some savings at Geraldine and Temuka we 
walked out via the lazy route. 

A good tramping weekend with great  
company, great discussions and great food 
and lucky with the weather as well. 

Peter Boeckhout for Michael Stott, Susie 
Szakats, Ludovic Dutoit and Ikky Kakhoofd.  

 

10
th
 June : Hare Hill ï Hodson Hill  

Our group of seventeen hearty souls  
converged at Deborah Bay and set off at 
10:00 up the slope of Hare Hill. The day 
was overcast but without wind or driving rain 
(for which we were all thankful). As we  
entered the bush line of Hare Hill our trusted 
leader Gordon mentioned the potential for 
some ónavigational ambiguityô as he  
established which track to take through the 
bush.. a phrase that resonated with more 
than a few of our group (a driving force in 
my choice to tramp with the others rather 
than  
falling victim to my own well established  
navigational ambiguity). However, we trust-
ed Gordon to overcome 
said ambiguity and we 
resolutely plodded  
onwards.  

We soon emerged from the 
bush, after carefully  
straddling a couple of  
electrified fences...  
Gordonôs careful planning 
meant that he had come 
prepared with some  
rubber piping to place 
around the electrified wire. 
We walked along the top 
road for a short distance 
then entered the óhorses 
paddockô where Lucy gave 
the welcoming committee 
of two lovely horses some 
carrots.  

We walked over the paddocks to the farm 
house of the horse owners and then  
re-emerged onto the top road, walking along 
Heyward Point Road and entered the farm 
land of Bill Brown. There was a container 
house situated at the top of Hodson Hill that 
was inspiring in its simplicity; moreso given 
the million-dollar views over the sea that it 
commanded. Many might build a mansion 
from which to view such beauty.. nice to see 
that they had not.  

Lunch was had at the trig station on Hodson 
Hill and we were all appreciative of the still 
day: no wind at all! We were able to enjoy 
the stunning vista with nothing but a light 
drizzle to dampen our lunch. Gordon then 
led us on a downhill trek toward the Bay 
telling wonderful and interesting stories of 
the local history.. failed Fitch (European 
Polecat) farming and ócray coffin potsô in 
which crayfish were kept alive until the  
optimal time for consumption (some of us 
may have been observed to cringe at this 
idea). 

We then slid down the steeper parts of  
Hodson Hill, many of us on our bums,  great 
fun! We stopped by óBilly Brownôs Back-
packers .. a grand spot, wonderful  
accommodation, and looked to be a great 
place for a gathering. Making our way past 
the óShip watchers spotô. Unfortunately there 
were no ships passing at that time but we 
enjoyed the closeness of the sea nonethe-
less.  

Hodson Hill  - Photo by Gordon Tocher 
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After emerging on the bottom road, some of 
the group travelled back to Deborah Bay in 
cars conveniently placed there earlier, while 
others chose to walk the 3 kilometres back 
to the other parked cars as the weather was 
still very mild. We reached the cars just as a 
downpour began:  awesome time  
management Gordon!? 

A total of approximately four hours walking 
and I think someone with one of those fancy 
distance recording devices said we had 
walked just over 11 kilometres. We had a 
great bunch of people, a few new people, 
one of whom was visiting from Christchurch 
for the weekend, another couple of people 
who had recently moved to Dunedin, and 
Nicolas who is visiting from France. It was 
their first outing with the tramping club; it 
was wonderful to have your company and 
we hope you will join us again soon. 

A huge thank you to Gordon for all his time 
and energy in organising and leading the 
tramp on Sunday.  Knowledge of the local 
area really did add to the enjoyment of the 
day.  Many thanks to all for a great day out. 

Deb Nicholas for Sandra Divett, Susan  
Kinley, Jane Bruce, Spen Walker, Sue 
Rhodes, Maria, Ken Taylor, Lucy Jones, 
Nicolas Pierson, Rorie Marsland, Doug  
Malcolm, Helen Reid, Julia Racle, Mark 
Stephenson, Ralf Ohlemuller and Gordon 
Tocher. 

 

10
th
 June: Ben Ruddôs visit 

As previously indicated, the 20 year  
management plan expires for the Ben 
Ruddôs Management Trust this year.  The 
OTMC Committee is consulting with the 
Trust to determine where to from here.  The 
results of this consultation will be presented 
to the wider Club at the AGM in August.  

As part of the consultation process, a  
number of Trust and Committee members 
visited the property on the back of Flagstaff 
in June.  We met up at the Bullring at 1pm 
and walked up the firebreak 4WD road to 
the property boundary.  Gorse and broom 
has been controlled by various methods 
beside the road and into the bush (spot 
spraying, hand weeding and poisoning).  On 
the city (east) side of the property our 
boundary is in common with the Flagstaff 

reserve which is looked after by DCC.   
Further on to the northern boundary where 
the pine plantation used to be, there is a lot 
of broom present.  Over time natives will 
grow through and shade out and  
subsequently kill off the broom.  This will 
take several years yet though.  There are 
old warratahs here and there defining the 
boundary and there was talk of a possible 
new track through here.   

The weather at first was dry, but as we 
climbed higher drizzle set in.  The track was 
quite muddy but we still saw many people 
and dogs out and about.  This area is well 
used.  Further north towards Swampy the 
land is looked after by the DCC Water  
Department and they plan to keep exotic 
weeds at bay.  A drone was going to be 
used to photograph the entire property but 
the weather wasnôt suitable ï maybe  
another day.  The drone can be used to 
identify and locate rogue pine trees and 
other weed species.  Pest control was also 
discussed to encourage the bird life.  We 
returned via the Flagstaff track to the  
Bullring.  All up a couple of hours. 

Richard Forbes for Debbie and Antony  
Pettinger, Helen Jones, Barry Walker, Kathy 
Woodrow, Chris Pearson, Richard and  
Tracy Pettinger, Wolfgang Gerber, Dave 
McArthur, Peter and Leonie Loeber, Ralph 
and Gareth Harvey, Arthur Blondell, Teresa 
Wasilewska. 

BEN RUDDôS MANAGEMENT TRUST 

Nominations are being called for Trust 
members.  The majority of the existing 
Trust members have indicated a  
willingness to continue, with some taking 
the opportunity to retire and make way for 
new members.   

If you have an interest in serving as a 
Trust member to help manage our Clubôs 
unique property, then please talk to a 
Committee member. 

Ben Ruddôs Property is wholly owned by 
OTMC, managed by the Trust, and has a 
QEII Open Space Covenant to protect the 
property for future generations. 

The purpose of the Trust is to promote the 
historical, environmental, recreational and 
educational role of the Ben Ruddôs property 
within the context of the Flagstaff area. 



Club Trip List for the month (weekend overnight tramps and events) 

July Weekends 

You must pre-register on the Trip List  at the club rooms (or contact the leader direct) before the  
closing date (normally two weeks before the trip start).  Members must pay before departure,  

non-members upon registering (non-members pay $13 more than the members fee shown below. 
Vehicle providers may be exempt from the fee (check with the leader).   

Trip organisational details will follow by email. 
You are responsible for your gear and medical / first-aid needs (also see Gear Hire). 
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7th-8
th
 July:   Day trips from Mt Cook  
(All) $45 Rodger Clarkson 473 6053  

Staying at Unwin Lodge ($30/night) weôll 
explore around Mt Cook area in mid winter 
conditions. Options include Ball Hut, Sealy 
Tarns and Hooker Lake. Last time I was up 
here at this time of year it was possible to 
walk out over a frozen Hooker lake and 
climb onto the icebergs. 

 

28-29th July:  Winter Routeburn 

(M) $55 (+$15 hut fee) - Leader TBA 

This is the Clubôs regular Winter Social trip.  
The theme this year is Xmas (so come as 

Santa or an Elf or a Xmas tree -whatever ?).   

Bring a wee dram (or two), leaving room in 
your pack for a kg of coal (provided) to keep 
our Falls Hut destination warm and cosy for 
the night. 

We leave the Clubrooms at 6pm Friday, 
travel to the Routeburn Shelter and walk in 
to Flats hut by torchlight (6.5km 2.5 hours).  
Up bright and early (and frosty) to walk to 
Falls hut (2.3km uphill 1.5hours) for a night 
of festivities and a team quiz to test your 
general knowledge.  

Potentially, depending on snow conditions, 
a walk to Lake Harris is on the cards.  

Walk out and travel home Sunday. 

Our regular Trip/Quiz Master Wolfie is  
unable to lead us this year, volunteer(s) are 
sought! 

4-5th August : Manapouri Kayaking 

Rose Colhoun 021 151 3791 

The plan for kayaking may not go ahead as 
the people I have previously organised to 
hire kayaks from may not have them  
available. It is difficult to kayak without  
kayaks.  

Contact Rose for plan B or suggestions. 

Winter Routeburn 2016 - Magnificent - Photo Barry Walker 

Unwin Lodge 


