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PRESIUENTS  duosAGH

The pust year hcs seen
a steady increase in Club activity.
Irips are now being reasonably surp-
orted, although this was not the case
last GQucens r':i.rtha;..y ancd Leabour weeckend.
lnufb may be rcom for improvement in the
locations of these trips. buggestions are
invited.

The current trend of small compact
tramping partics is ugain cvident this
Christmas c¢s it was last year. The official
Club trip holas the record with eight ¢n
the trip.

Vieather plays. a majer part in cur
sport ond unfcrtunately we have had scme
very pocr weathcer which must in turn
reauce cur achicvements, altnough it dees
hclp in character’ building.. Therc is
ncthing better than sitting cut « storn
for three cr fcour days in & tent for
learning to live with others under scne
hardship. V¢ all lcok forward té o very
ldry! Christmas anc New Year.

The ccuing year lcoks very promising
and I hope that by the middlce of next
year ocur Annual hcepert will reccera a very
active secaoon's tromping. -

With this luate issuc of tOutdocrs!
wnich cun ¢nly be blamed cn the lack of
materizl from members, I take this copp-
ortunity of wishing ycu a Morry Christmas;:
a Prospercus Mow Ycar, and & very happy
tromping helicay. v

FoBosda. |



2. Letter To The Bditor
WwITH THE AIM OF IMPROVING OUR SPORT AS SUCH

Dear Sir, ) : [ .
Tramping in Dunedin 1s a mere vestige of

the active sport it is in ‘ellincton.Allowing fo?
differences in population, trampers are more active,
and there are more of them in iTelson and Christcureh
than in Dunedin. Remembering that we are one of.
the best placed tramping centres in Hew z§aland in
regard to facilities for our sport, this is all the
more surprising.

“hat then are the people in Dunedin who should
be tramping actually deing, why arc they doing 1it,
and how can the matter be rectified 2

Different sports satisfy different reguirements
among people. In gcneral, rowing, athletics, rugby
and tramping satisfy the need for physiecal exercisc,
Mountaineering, hunting when taken seriously, and
vachting are activities of the¢ nerves and mincd
particularly Becing non-competitive,the nced of
peoplc who want a social activity, not too strcnuous
in some cascs not conneeted with too much respons-
ibility, is met in tramping.

But the largest bedy of kecen sportsmen are peovnle
not always young, vho fuel the nced of a physical
sport that has to be trained for consistently;onc
they can work themsclves to exhaustion point at reg-
ularly.

Jellington tramping clubs, the oncs that sect the
standard for New Zcaland, cater for all kinds of
people. Mountaincers, and hunters who likec to
tramp for tramping's sake as well, have similar
nceds to pcople of all ages who want a rcally
active physieal sport. Thc peoplc who tramp only
for relaxation and social reasons are a separatcs,
equally impertant, club group. In the Otago Tramp-
Club at prescnt only tramping for relaxation
is offcrecd to the gencral public. This mcans that
active mcmbership of the club is halved for a
start,

Ancther fact that I wish to mention is that a
strangcr to thc club rooms on a Friday night is
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inclined to spend the evening watching other
people talk. This merits the strongest possible
criticism. Bcginners, whether interestced in
socinl tramping, active tramping,- or both,should
get o proper introduction intc the Club. Bushecraft,
cooking and the use of map and compass are only
thrce things that should be included in the
learners' course,
I am, etc.
PiN.D.

Should menbers wish to contribute to this corp-

espondence pleasc address letters to The Editor

of the Club Monthly Bulletin - kcep them g£i~f,

49l o

A TRAMPER'S BALLAD,

They creossed $hc river at break of day,
Sunburnt and sorc werec thcy.

In half an hour they crosscd it againg;:
The air rang loud with cricd of pain,

They crossed the river thrcc times three,
Blood flowed frec on the matagowrie,
They crossed thc river 2t end of day
? And found a Spaniard in thcir Vay .
>

J..A,

ALPINE SOLITUDE

Let us climb then, to thc heights
‘here storm-carved crag and snow summit
kiss the sky
And rock tumbled ridgecs thrust upwards
from decp places.
Clcar crystal melts the snow stream,
The air is pure and calm,
And the eyec of heaven watehes, silent,
far from the world of man.

J.M. A,



FPIRE-PIGHTING AT BEN RUDDS

Sundny, September 21; 2.30 p.m. Enjoying
warmth and sunshinec at ‘Vhare Flat. Afternoon tea
coming u» and everything fineg,
3 p.m. What is that smoke over Flagstaff ?
{ooks 1likec a fire in the snogigrass. Not far
from thc Cilub propertyj,but the wind is blowing
from the north, so should bc no trouble at Ben
Rudd's.Surely it won't get as far as the plant-
ations. !
3,15, Don't like the look of it. ind ©5till from
the north but fire working back into it and gett-
ing ecloscr to the Club arcea. I can sec flames,and
it's still working into the longer grass. 1'd better
go up and scc who is there, and if they need a hand.
%.30, At Ben Rudd Hut. I'o one in sight, but
someone hns been here today nnd made a terrible
mcss. EBgg-shells-on the floor and cvery window
broken - every bit of glass out, and broken
glass on the floor and the ground outside. I ean
hear flamcs crackling but nothing to see. I'd
brought a large sneXx with me SO0 hop across an
soak it at the waterhole.
3.45. The fire advancing into the wind on 2 wide
front. I tricd beating it with the sack, with te.p-
orary sucesss only - as soon as I turn to another
patch it’ starts again wherec I've just bcen, Would
be alright with a team, but can't do much on my
ovn., I tricd lighting small fires in thc path of the
flamecs so as to stop the progress of the firc,but
by the time I've containcd it in one scetor it's
gonc past ncxt door and then works back, Two heclpers
arrive and we try working togethcr - but thc blazc
is now getting past the rocky patches and into
longer grass. Onc or two trecs burning likc torchces.
Nothing I can suggcst to save the hut. Two more
helpers arrive and wec try again to bcat thc flames
over an arca but cverything is too dry and no chance
of stopping the fire.It's now well in among thc pine
trce§—whnt a pity to sce years of growth going
up like this., Down to thc hut to have a last

d



5.

lock at it beforc it goes up in smoke. ‘e takc
out aplliasscs and thc small fittings, and get
buckcts of watcr over from the spring. If we had
an axc wve could cut back thc trees nearcst the
hut and give it a chance. Onc more chancc to
stop the blaze beforc it gets to the hut - wc
almost got it out beforec it rcachcd the main
manuke stand but it got into a patech of flax and
couldn't be dislodged. And then, whoosh! a
blaze L0 fcct high as the main manuka.stand vent
up. But it is so dry, it gocs sﬂ%aight up and the
flamcs dic off at oncc - pcrhaps wec can save the
hut yet ! Ve swish water over the walls, insidc
and out, then stand back to await dcvclopments.,
¥Yithin minutcs the rcal dangcr has passcd - the
main flamc has come and finished, leaving thc hut
intact, and only small mopping-up ovcraticns to do.
We put out thc minor tongucs of fire round about,
cut back a few remaining live branches vhich
could causc damagc, thcn stand back. For thc
moment thc dangcr is over — it could strike back
from onc or twe diffcrcnt dircections latcr, but
that's all wc can do for just now. So back off
down towards thc roaff - and in the meantimc half
he faecc of Flagstaff, grcen and luxuriant two
hours ago, is a blackcncd mass, the sky is chokcd
with smoke and thc evcening sky is 1lit a dclicate
pink . Yell, at lcast our hut is still thecre, oven
if wec have lost a lot. There's room now for lots
of work partics - and for morc trcc planting.

Wb,



6+ ODE_TO HERCULEAN BEFFORTS

The scenc is Grecn
The Spring is sprung
The grass is riz.
I wonder wherc the water is ?
The water's in the Spring,
And not in the tank ?
The Tank is sprung a leak -
The Tank is Shot !
. “hat roteccco
Its age is only twecnty-five
Saints alive !

e nced a new drum,
Comc, eomc
“ho's thc mug
Who'll lug

A tank up to Grcecen.

There werc five =
Bach onc a mug,
“"ho said, "I'1l lug
A tank up to Green.'

And what a tank !
A gzinc-plated
Corrugatcd
Profsnatcd brutc.
Heavy cnough to break a pcrson's back
Too wide to pass with casc along the track -
So a ncw track must be made
/ith slasher and machetc bladc
By this intrepid five )
Who sweated and swvore
And few clothes wore,
The mugs
who lugged
The tank
O'er hill and bank
Through tussock and brush
And bracken and bush
Ancd of coursc -
Gorsc,.
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The way was long and rough
Thce mugs werc strong and tough (?)
Anc. soon -Hightop was at the rear.
The bush at Green
With its larger trecs
Did nought to casec
Thc burden they bore
As they swcated and sworec -
Thosec silly mugs
'ho lugged
That thricc aceursed tank to Greccn.

At last a welcomc sight wa® sccn
For they approached the door of Greccn.
We're here !
Let's raisc a - chcer.
But that's no good -
It's time for food.

1]
The tank is therc

Thc job is donec
Did they havc fun ?

The mugs who lugged

The Tank to Grecn,
You don't have to ask it
I'11 $cl11 you -

™
r, ALPINE AND TRAIIPING CLOTHING

TENTS ,BERGANN PACKS AND RUCKSACS

We manufacture Parkas from Proofcd
Ethio Japara with Hood and Cape.

SKI CAPS 'ATERPROOF MITTS
ALPINE TENTS '"DIS” ALPINE PRESSURE
S !OV—"oc

We stock "Fairy" Down Slccping Bags
Cqmplng Requisitcs of all
Descriptions. |
Je hcuRJTF AND CO0. LTD
385 PRINCES STREET, DUNEDIN

P.,0. Box 951 Phcne 70-091
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o STALKING A SUNDAY TRIP
Laing's=lMcIntyrds -Craiglowan Falls.Kaikorail
9 a.m.” was what the programme said, but sincc I
woke up at 9.5 a.m. on the Sunday concerned, I
deecided on a leisurecly breakfast, and then to
attempt to overtake thc main party by riding and
pushing (mostly purhing) my two whccl chariot up
to thc plantation.

Reacdy for thc fray I lcft home at tenyarriving
at thc top of Laing's track about 10,40. Herc I
was dishcartcned to £ind the honourable sceretary's
four whccl ehariot., This mcant that the party
had driven up in statc from Kaikorai instcad
of swcating up the road; and even allowing
for the late arrival of thc leader (9.25 I hecar
it was) I cstimated I would be starting at thc
back of the ficld with a handieap of at loast
an hour. -

Ncverthecless, I bowled off down the track and
in no timec reached McIntyre's and thence on round
the bull-dozed road. After a quarter hour diversion
up the wrong road to give the limit mcn some sort
of a show, I carricd on my merry way down the right
road ancd then hoppced and slinped up the appropriate
creck towards Craiglowan Falls, By now I felt sure
I was closc on their tails for there were several
wet boot prints o n thc dry rocks and much freshly
trampled grass. Knowing that onc Jim ( a bachclor
by tracde) was with the partys, I was confidcnt they
woulcd bc spine-bashing or lunching at the Falls,
Much was my surprise when on-reaching the said
"falls” therc was not a s ign of anyonz.( I heard
later that Jim had proposed lunch at licIntyre's
but had bowed to majority rule.) '

SomeWhat non-plusscd, I presscd on upwards on
what somc optimists call a track, with lawycr
pulling mc¢ down as hard as I pulled up.Hencc my agres
and nosc told me that the others had gonec beforc mc
and I didn't feel so bad about the bruises,scratche:
torn cars cte. Feeling-somewhat less energetic I
reached the plantation and casily followed the high-
way churncd up by my predeccessors out to the road,




A few yards from the road I heard voices, and
thinking thcy may have stopped at the creck for
lunch I scourcd the areay, but to no avail,

Coming out to the recad, who should I sce but
six bodies and packs plodding their way up the
firebreak to Ben Rudds, 7ith my objective wecll in
sight, I vas much uplifted and made .a healthy pace
up behind the “mob” to recach the hut just behind
them. Y

WWith a considerablc amcunt of restraint I
tcld my sad talc and after a numbcer of sympathetic
comments, (70Oh, did you rcally?") and cynical
grins, I sat down and had a quiet lunch. A1l avail-
able tucker consume@, the hen. president then
gave a short display of how to cut burnt manuka,
and having successfully turned thc edge of the
axc into a useful saw procccded to detail others
to this dangerous and dirty work, with commands cof
"Faster ! Faster ! #

By the time the workers were covcred with black
soot from hcad tc foot aftcrnoon tca was called fowp.
Aftcr tea, thc weary band rcturred to the road and
then heme.

In spite of my frustrating chasc, the company
of the others after travelling solo for so leng
wasn't so bad and so "Thanks, lcadcr and party
for anothcr enjoyablc day in the hills."

iCharlie VIIY

B s e e L F
T.L, BEGG AND SONS LTD “\\

399 PRINCES STRERT, DUITEDIN

Stockists of :
SLEEPIIG BAGS TENTS
PRESSURE COOKERS ICE AXE
FOOD CONTAINERS BILLIES

COOKING STOVES FLASKS
FRAITE PACKS PARKAS

\\\ ATERPROOF TROUSERS




10,
GRANDVIEY - 1957

In 1657, J.T. Thomson, the picneer surveyor,
climbed Mt. Grandview near the foot -of Lake
Hawea, and from the top he saw and named "a
glorious shaft of snow and iee - Mt Aspiring.”
"And now 100 years later we were following in
his footsteps. : 2

At 6 a.m.we werc off - Derck, Dudley and my-
self, We left the car Jjust off the road and started
to climb steeply, but for once quite easily, As
we got higher it becamc obvious that a fair wind
was developing, and the sun shone but fitfully
through a gfeat bank of cloud. Still, we wcre
able for a while to see Aspiring, also some of
the Wilkin Peaks. At 9 o'clock we were on top and
were able to enjoy a very extensive panorama.

The plan now was to make a high level crossing
from Grandvicw to the next summit, Breast Peak.
This was shown on the map as a long ridgec of
several miles,swinging east over the Lindis side.
As we started the wind began to blow a full gale,
and wec were glad to get on the lce side of the
ridge. But all the way the secnery was very fine-
steeply down to Hawea on the left side,and almost
as steep werc the ridges down to thc Lindis on
our right. Hcre and there we could scc the Lindis
highway, and furthcr across was the Morven Hills
homcstead. A pull up to the top of Breast Peak,
wherc we did not tarry long -then down to the
next saddle, We anticipated guite a scramble down
a leading spur, but came unecxpectedly on to a
icll-graded track which led us by casy stages back
to Hawea. Here it was blowing a galc and they
were surprised that we had been able to get up
anything. But it had been a busy, cncrgectic and
rost interesting scramblc all thc way. I hope
to cover thut journey again - on 2 finer aa -

e Se G



1.
THE SAD TALE OF JACK AND JILL WHO DIDN'T
OBEY THE RULES AND CAME TO A STICKY END.

Joek and Jill climbcd up a hill
In spite of many pleas. ;

Why ' They had climbecd so many times
When they were &verseas !

They filled their packs with stacks and stacks
Of steak and fresh potatie,

Dishcs and pans and food in' cans
Until their packs grew weighty.

-An iron that precsses suits and dresses,
Pillows and shcets for bedding;

Pilms and camcras for panorameras -
“here did they think they were heading ©

Through private land they both had planned
Tqg make their expedition.

They couldn't have knowed the trampers' code —
They hadn'®t" asked permission..

They took no tents -'"teo much expense !

And why not use a hut ?
-Therc's food when you’need an extra fced
And fircwood ready cut."

They shiftcd a flock of feeding stock,
They climbed and, bounced the fences,

They 1it a fire where the grass was dricr,
And frightencd sheep out of their senscs.

They hadn't a elue on what to do
On cther pcople's premises;
By word or deed they didn't heed
"~ The swift aporoach of Nemisis,

A mountain stream was a cinch,it would scem -
But we tc¢ll it with a shiver -

They hadn't a hopc without a rope
And floated down the river.

0, alas and alaek for Jill and for Jack !
That couple so knowing and bold.
The moral here lies that they mct their demise
BECAUSE THEY /OULDN'T BE TO0LD.
' "Hilltop. "



12. .
SNO™ CAVING - 1957 3

By catching the bus on Friday ni:ht ve knew

that we would have a good night's s.eep at the
Shag River. On arrival at the bridzs we met
Brian Cleugh. After talking for a ‘ew minutes we
moved c¢ff up the valley in the darsress : Liz and
Jean, Brian and Chuff{ and myself. Harving moved a
fair way up-valley someone asked, "I:n’'t this

as far as we oan go 2" '"No !V came 1he reply.
Seon we stepped at a small flat by ’sie river

and so to bed., Ve were soon sleepin: soundly,
until a veice boomed “Chivers, is tizt you,you
Deeeoe?’ It was Merv bringing up th: rest of*our
party frem the truck, also someone wss there vho
had put a carton ¢f honey in her paci and it huu
spread all through her clcthes, so all we got“for
about an heur was Meeesoce.. runny horey."

Next merning we were E#QV by 8.%. -n our party
there were twe new beys, Bruce Lum:. ard Lindsay
Macdonald, "hile resting about halfway up the
slope we saw Bob's party sparting at she bottom.
Shortly after we were sitting cn the znow on top
of the ridge, but a cool wind soon forced us tc
move on up to the site where the cave: were to
be dug.

A number cf test holes were put d-wn to sce if
the” snow was decp enough, and then %1c cave was
started in earnest. First a shaft is driven into
the snow for about six or eight feei.This is just
space encugh fcr a bedy to erawl through.Then onc
digs out ever one's head till it is possible to
stanc up in it, then digs out sideways making sure
that the floor level is above that of the turnel
in order to keep in the heat. A sacond chap cimcs
in ancé Helps to dig out the ether side., Once 1ihe
cave is wecll on the way a third person can come in
to shovel thc snow to somcone further out whose
Jeb it is to kcep thec =ntrunce clecar,.’e changed

round 80 that onc was left outside gll tnae
time. "hen the cave was 1n1uhca mgs of us ﬁcnt

to the top of Mt. Kakanui and tecok in the marvell-
ous view. About 5.30 in the evening we moved 1nto
the cave and started tea. The cave was turned

into a Turkish bath for ' 7 -
e aan it it —i 8m§1¥1%5nfsc\hiﬁnt%ccgggs%th
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the steam. After an excellent meal we went to bed
fcr a good night's rest.

Larly next morning Chuff was up ‘and looking out
to sec what the weather was like, It was not very
good, so back to bed. Soon visitors from other caves
startcd to arrive, so we went visiting and then
packcd our gear and moved out over thc top to the

Jroad. Following Bob's foot prints for a while we

saw that they werec heading in the direction of Mt.
Pisgah which lay somewhcrc in the mist, We left
these traeks and went down the ridge to arrive back
at the truek to find wc were the first there.Eating
for iuwch all we had left, we hadn't long to wait
before others started to arrive, Round a corncr in
the road Bob's party camc into sight. They had gone
down the ncxt stream in the mist 2nd had had a bit
¢f fun., After they had their lunch the truck moved
off down thc road for home, leaving the four of us
sitting by the old bridge until thc bus arrived; and
S0 cnded a very enjoyable snow caving trip,

P.B.

HARGRAVES

in STUART STRERET

for PARKAS
and PACKS

and MOST EVERYTHING
FOR THE TRAMPER

i

HARCGRAVES
79 — 87 STUART STREET
DUNEDIIT.
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IGLOO BUILDING
After a successful snow-caving trip te the
Kakanuis in 1955 it has been my ambitien to
return and build an igloo. (See "putdoors®1956).
For the next twe years circumstances prevented
any attempt being made; but this year, having
met up with another who had the same aspirations,
the prospects of a successful venture seemed
bright. A third member, who was gore or less
shanghaied into the party, kindly agreed to
devobe his energy to the building of an igloo
rather than the excavation of a snow cave, Our
array ¢f hardware eonsisted of two shovels,two
specially made saws, and a machete.

After arriving at the “hag River Bridge at
11 p.m. we tramped the usual two miles or sco
pbefore bedding down at the -accustomed spot. The
fact that the frost was a few degrees lighter
this year did not make it one whit easier to
get up and going in the morning. ‘¢ slogged up
to the saddle and then on up towards the summit
of Kakanui sceking suitable snovw. About 300
feet below the top we found a sloping patch
which looked as though it had possibilitics.

A Tew exploratory excavations confirmecd the
first impression,so we sct to work cutting blocks
and levelling off a platform. Due to the shallov-
ness of the snow, the blocks, which wverc about
18 inches by 12 inchcs by L inches, had to be cut
with the shortcst dimension vertical. The
actual construction was started by arranging
blocks in a cirele ten feet across. The scecond
row was begun by cutting a wedge out of the first
bloeks anc. then continuing to spiral the struct-
ure upvards and inwvards., It was found that the
blocks adhered at unbelievable anglcs oncc the
sun had left the site and frcezing becamc almost
instantaneous. When it came to roofing the
structure the classical style was abandened,thc
larger blocks were eut and rcsted horizontally
on top of the walls. After plugging the cracks
and -digging an entrancc tunncl undér the wall,
the _snow heuse was rcady for occupation.

The hcat from two priimuses caused a certain
amount of melting, particularly of the ccment
between the blocks, but oncc cooking was fin-
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ished the holes were easily plugged again.
. hen viewed from the outside, the igloo 1lit
by a single candle emitted a warm, pink glow.
Conversely, daylight had a blue tint when seen
from within. Next morning cooking operations
were conducted outside on the doorstep. The
arrival of a couple of unwitting voluntcers
cnablcd us to test the building to destruction.
For the récord, the roof supported two pecople
for a brief period. Time taken in its con-
struction was five hours, onc of which was spent
excavating the sitc.

Due to the dcarth of snowdrifts suitable for
caves, two other parties also had to build snow
houscs., Onec was finished in the classical dome
shape of thc Esquimau igloo. The other was a
massive structurc about fourtcen fecet across.
Shortage of timc and an uncertainty of proccéurec
madc it ncccessary to roof it with a tent which
causcd it to bc comparcd with an astronomical
obscrvatory, or alternatively a convertible
auvtomobpilc,

Altogecther the snoweaving trip could be
rcgarded as a successful 'do-it-yourself' igloo
building coursc, becausc the Club now has cleven
members with somc practical expourienesz in the

AR " NANOOK'

CAMBERAON'S
THE PHOTOGRAPHIC PEOPLE
5 STAFFORD STREET, DUNEDIN
and
102 PRINCES STREET, DUNEDIN .
Specialists in DEVELOPING COLOUR and
BLACK & ‘HITE FILUS.
"'e take a special intcrest in
TRAMPERS and CLIMBERS photo-
graphic orders.







